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He Publiſher of this 
Treatiſe, having in his 
Eye no fear of thy 
—_ nor regard of thy 

hauſe : : hath no other 
@ citation, for thy perulal 
thereof, then the opinion he 
hath, that it may be fervice- 
able to the good of thy 
Soul. He thinks he ſhall be ' 
ouilty of a very Charitable 
miſtake, if thou findeſt an 
errour in his conjecre; and 


thou 


. . 


thou more obliged to offer, 
than he to ask thy pardon 
for it. To preſcribe pre- 


ventive or KRecuperative 


Medicines, in a great Plague- 
tame, is no piece of zmpertz- 
nent officzouſneſs, but a pru- 
dent diſcharge of duty to the 
Publick. It thou be 1o 
whole, as not to need a Phy- 
f:tian ; thou haſt had good 
luck, having lived in fo /icen- 
tious an Age, and amongſt 
Children that are Corrup- 
ters. Give God the glory 
of his Grace , and deſpiſe 
not the good Wiſhes of thy 
Brethren, 
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Mary Magdaletis 


Tears wip t off * 


by O R; S | 
The Voice of Peact 
Bd 

An Onquiet Conſcience. 

_—  . 
_ Thank you for your Charity to 
me, in ca/ng me to my Prayers, 
and ſhall by Gods Grace, en- 
deavour to requite- it-; by a 
»- counter-change of Charity , in 

praying for you, as you have 


delired me. I cannot fay, that Iam 
B ſorry © 


Mary Magdalen's Tears wip't off, 


ſorry that you ſtand in need of bei 

prayed for : weall do ſo, and they mo 

of all, and the more tor that, who think 
they need not other wens prayers: But 
Maaam, as I cannot but admire your 
Humility in this Pious Requeſt, (whoſe 
gracious Heart, like the 7 reaſu#ry of the 
Zemple, accepts of Mites aswell as' 7 a- 
lents) fo, T am not a little aſhamed of 
mine own ndigence, and emptineſs, and 
(which is worſt of all) of my own un- 
worthineſs. I ſpeak it in good earneſt 
Madam ; and being by your cal for my 
prayers become very ſenſible of my un- 


fitnels, at leaſt for the /»terceſſional part © 
of that duty, I can aſſure my ſelf, that *: 


as I truſt you will not be the worſe, 1o 
ſhall I be much the better, for my praying 


for you. 
But Madam, for my prayers only, I 


preſume you did not fend me that Sum i 


#015 ; I cannot then but eſteem 


obliged, to render a duty to youFſie Wi. 
lame importance, but more immediigte- 7 
ly tending to the production of thay ef- i 
ect, which you have deſired me togfay | 


for, and which (perhaps) if more 7Þre- 
ty, and individually applyed, te —_ 
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had not been ſo inveterate, and raging 
as it is, nor you ſodiſtruſttul of the 
1k F Vertue and Ethcacy of Remedbes as you 
ut # are. 


ur * By ſome ſcattered Expreſſions of 
ſe # my Friend, that delivered your Meſ- 
he #3 ſageto me, I very confidently ſuſpect 
4- F your languiſhing under the walting 
of E: torment of a Founded Spirit : but how 
ad of long, by what cauſe, or upon what 
n- Z occaſion, I have no hint, upon which 
ft = TImay reaſonably ground a Preſump- 
wy X. tion. So innocent hath been that 
n- * A#ofyour Life, of which I have beeq 
tt © & Speftator; fo rational, cloſe, and 
at 3 undiſtracted your diſcourſe , that I 
ſo % dare confidently affirm, no /nadica- 


me | tions of this ſecret Malady did ever 
3 preſent themſelves to the moſt acute 
I & obſerver of your Converſation with 
w- © us. My thoughts concerning ſuch a 
*f 3 fate in general, I have judged it my 
he # duty to deliver, but how pertinent, 
e- 7 or conducent to the removal of the 
f. j'F particular cauſe of your trouble, Iam 
y | not able to divine, for the reaſons 
e- Þ beforementioned. | 
/e t: The Soul of mian comes out of 
d « B 2 the 


_ 
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the hands of her Creator, like a rich # 
and curious Watch ; carrying 1n her | 
ſelf,as the Cauſes of her own motion ; | 


ſo no diſorder, till ſhe fall under un- 
Skilful, or unruly fingers. Her firſt 
immerſion into the Body, renders her 
not onely lyable to the guilt of Origi- 
nal ſin, but to the future turbulen- 
cies, and exceſſes of thoſe faculties 
common to us and Beaſts : which,be- 
cauſe in them govern'd only by an 
uncontroulable inſtin& of Nature are 


wholly ſinleſs, and have in them no 


other tendency, but the preſervation 
of that creature in which: they work : 
but with Man it 1s much otherwiſe, 
whoſe appetites are ſubjected to a ra- 
tional x 4.ra0y under the penalty ex- 
acted by a Law,wholly commenſurate 
with reaſon, and the noble dictates of 
a Soul, emancipated from the Sug- 
geſtions and deluſions of fleſh and 
blood, 

2. Hence 1t is that ſhe receives in 
us no wounds,but by our own hands : 
her Peace is never broken, but by Er- 
Tours 1n ourElec&tion, and that moſt 
times but radically neither ;; the true 


 relent- 
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reſentment of our guilt and danger, 
being ſubſequent toa reflexive act of 
the Soul, from whence proceed thoſe 
Smiting 7 houghts, able to wear out, or 
rend an heart of Adamayt. 

The ſource or ſpring whereof uſu- 
ally are the conſideration either 1, of 
what we have been, or of 2. what 
weare, or of 3, what we ſhall or ma 
be hereafter, the guilt of ſin acted, : 
the prevalency of ſinful diſpoſitions 
inour nature, and of enormous habits 
in our perſons, the fear of Relapſes, 
and horrour of future puniſhments, 
are that which ſet mens Souls upon 
Tenter-hooks:; and tew there be, who 
haye been guilty of any groſs ſin, 
whoſe Repentance (if true) hath nor 
given them ſome taſte of this bitter 
Cup, apportionate to the courſe of 
their unregenerate life. 

3. What we have been] is of the 
fame latitude in our Regeneration, 
from whence we are to compute our 
Spiritual life , as in our Creation, from 1 Cor.1s; 
whence we derive our Vatural being. 7% 
ry from Adam all lived, (o in Adam all = ng 

ed: all dead in ſins an : 32. 

4 Pare _ ; a rreſpaſſes oe Gi.gan 
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hath concluded all under ſin, that he might 
have. mercy upon all, Only the Ditte- 
rence 1s 11 the circumſtances, ſome 

reater, ſome leſſer ſinners then 0- 
thers ; lome longer, others leſs while 
dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes: but the 
danger, without repentance, is the 
ſame to the ſinner, the Cure the ſame 
to the Phyſitian. To him the ſame 
thing, to raiſe Fairs daughter to lite, 
yet {carcely cold, ar. 5. 22. as to 
bring Zazarxss ſtinking carkaſs out 
of his grave, Fohy 11, 43. Both ſuper- 
natural works, and a Supernatural 
Worker required to both : yet both 
eftected without any Zzterſron of the 
power by which it was done, becauſe 
infinitely able to work. 

4. But as ſome of thoſe blind men, 
whom our Saviour reſtored to ſight, 
ſaw at the very firſt as perteQly, as 
ever after : but others when their 
eyes were firſt opened, ſaw men as 
7 rees walking, Mark 8. 24. ſoare not 
the ſame apprehenſions of their ſpiri- 
tual eſtate to all Peritents ; though 
equally reſtored to Grace and favour 


with Gad,and Federally juſtified from 
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the guilt of paſt Sins, The Cauſes 
hereof are various, ariſing partly 
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from the Complexion, and natural og 


acquiſite teraper of the Perſons them- 
abs; partly from ſome errors in 
ſuch, who applyed to them the auts 
ward means, and miniſtration of their 
Repentance ; partly trom ſome out- 
ward accidents of life ; and partly from 
the Suggeſtions, and Delufions of Satan, 
with luch like. 

Some perlons are naturally more 
apt to impreſſions of Sadneſs, Fear, 
and Diſtruſt, then are others. Pene- 
trating and quick reſentments of 
danger, once certainly incurr'd, ren- 
der ſome weak ſpirits diſtruſtful of 
their fatety a long time after, be it 
never ſo ſure and viſible; like men 
ſtartled out of Melancholick and 
frightful dreams, who although a- 
wake,cannot prelently be perſwaded, 
that they are free from peril. The 
very apprehenſion of the danger, his 
churliſhneſs and folly had caft him 
into, made Vabals heart die within 
him, 1 Sa. 25.37. 

It cannot be denyed by the frongeſt 
Chriſtian, that the guilt of fin, once 
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pauy apprehended, with all the con- 
lequents of harrour it draws after it; 
iSableto ſinka very clear and ſerene 
foul into an 4by/s of black and fad 
thoughts, from which nothing is 
able to buoy, and raiſe it up, but the 
light of God's cocntenance, ſhining 
upon, and influencing that ſpirit, by 
forcible aſſiſtances of Grace, But yet 
moſt evident it 1s, that the mourn'ng 
ot ſome Chriſtians is like that of 'Ra- 
chel, they will not be comforted : yea 
ſo predominant in them: ſometimes, 
3s that torpid and penſive humour, 
that it converts comforts themſelves 
into matter of diſcomfort : the good- 
nels,” patience, and long-ſuffering of 
Almighty God , together with his 
unfeigned offers of mercy,and pardon 
to all that truly turn unto him, {thoſe 
high and excellent Corgrals for Soul- 
ſick Chriſtians) being by the preju- 
dices of a miſeuided imagination con" 
rupted intomoſt bitter jealouſtes, ei- 
ther againſt God'or themſelves. ' 

:-Sometimes their ſpiritual troubles 
ſpring from the paſſions or- unskilful- 
nels of the Miniftery, under which 
ſuch perſons live ; who cither want- 
__ - RMP — | 10g 
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ing the ſagacity, dexterity, or {which 
15 Hoſt ”. be fared } as Charity of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 19. 20, 22. to be- 
come all things ta all men , eſpecially in. 
that moſt - Chriſtinn and whollome 
branch of it , the being weak with them 
who are weak, in the Flock of Chriſt , 
thunder out the threatnings of the 
Goſpel promiſcuouſly in the ears of all 

making their hearts ſad nhom God hath 
n0t made ſad, Fzek, 13.22. and 10 vex- 
ing them whom God hath wounaed, Pal, 


69.27. inſtead of calling, encoura- 


ging, and comforting ſinners under 
Repentance (that ſmall and ftill voice ) 
terrifying them with the Menaces of 
the Law, (that loud and furious wind,) 
and'caſting upon men ſtrong ſuſpi- 
tions of their having elapſed the time 
of mercy ; feeming to antedate the 
great ana terrible day of the Zord, by 
taking the ſentence of condemnation 
out of his mouth. Not conſidering, 
that the Miniſters of the Goſpel have 
their Commiſſions dated from Stor, 
and not from $/4/, and that the me- 
thod and language of St. Paul in the 
Pulpit, is not only more 'ſuifable to 
that Meſſage of Peace, but moſt imi- 
: | table 
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table by us, becauſe it proved ſo ſuc- "3 


ceſsful in the buſineſs of Reconciling 7 
men to God. 2 

Iknow that a Sox of Thunder may 
have much faid in his behalf, from 
theſe evil and deaf times in which 
welive: to lipt up the voice like a 7 rum- 
pet, andtioſhew the people their tranſ- 
greſſions, and the houſe of Jacob their ſins, 
{/ai.8; 1.1s a duty , ſtrongly and indi- 
ipenſably lying on a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel at all times, much more 1n 
{uch an age as this we live in , where- 
in ſo many thoufands of Chriſtians 
hold the truth of God in unrighteouſneſs, 
Rom.1.18. and turn his Grace into wan- 
tonneſs, Jud, 4. juſtifying not onely 
Samaria, but Sodom and Ihs Siſters ; 
by outballancing her, and them, in all 
manner of carnal and ſpiritual pollu- 
tions: but that we ſpeak 1s moſtly 
againſt the undue care of ſome 
Preachers of the Goſpel, not ſuffici- 
ently heeding- and Sferieainatiog ſuch 
who mourn 1n Z70n, Zzek. 9.4. upon 
whole foreheads Ezekie!'s mark hath 
paſt, and againſt whom the ſeverities 
of thoſe Comminations ought not to 
be uſed. ; 
Some- 


<a - 


VP 
- 
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Sometimes this 7rouble of mind, (if 
jt doth not wholly 'pring, ) yet recei- 


veth much ſtrength and nouriſhment 
trom ſome ecidents of life. Every un- 
uſual circumſtance in providential 
diſpenlations, in the apprehenſions 
oftuch men , carries with it the Shape 
and Terror of Divine Revenge : and 
all loving corrections of a moſt wiſe 
and merciful Father, are reckoned 
upon asthe ſad Preſages of everlaſting 
Torments, Nothing but the angry 
frowns of a terrible Judge, flaming 
Torches, Fire and Brimitone, are the 


Scenes and Phantaſms of ſuch clouded: 


brains: yea, ſo ſullen and diftruſttnll 
is the Repentance of ſuch men, that 
they ſuſpe& every bleſſing, and good 
thing, that God beſtows upon them 
in this world, as ſo many go/dex Balls 
caſt out before them, to betray them 
in their Race, They eat, drink, ſleep, 
converſe with ſuch anxiety of Spirit, 
that thereby they become intolerable 
tothemſelves and others. Again, 
Satan moſt times hath a deep hand 
in theſe troubles, who being un- 
changeably malitious toward man- 
kind, inceſſantly diſturbs the Peace 


of 


—— 


— 


of ſuch Chriftians whom he cannot 
Fyine. Yet ſo ſecret and cloſe are his 
Devices, that many prudent Chriſtians 
are not able /as indeed it 1s very difi- 
cult) todiſcern, betwixt his 2jettions, 
and the motions of their own Appetrites, 
By which errour Satan exceedingly 
troubles their quiet, and ſets them 
into perpetual quarrels againſt them- 
ſelyes, whereby he thinks it not im- 
_ at laſt to ingu/ph them in De- 

air, 

4 To this may be added, that ſome 
Falſe Principles have in them a very 
immediate tendency to beget trouble 
in mens minds, who are of ſtable 
judgments, but yet of a good and inge- 
nuous diſpoſition : thoſe elpecially con- 
cerning the J/rreſiſt;bility of ſaving 
Grace, the neceſſity of ones believing 
himſelf to be Fuſtified, unconditionate £- 
leftion to Salvation, with ſome others, 
whoſe falſity is plainly demonſtrated 
by many Excellent 7reatiſes of learn- 
ed, judicious, and pious Divines. 

Neither 1s1t a conſideration imper- 
tinent to the matter in hand , that 
there isa difterence worthy our ob- 
ſervation, betwixt Sin in the AZemo- 

"3 
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ry, and in the Conſcience of a Sinner, 
the not perception whereof may 
cauſe great trouble and diſquiet in 
mens minds, For as the wm wo 
and the Memory are not really one 
and the ſame thing , ſo neither is ſin 
to be accounted of the ſame concern- 
ment to the Sinner, when 1t 15 only 
repreſented by the Memory , and 
when charged upon him by his Cox- 
ſcience, Utually, proportionable to 
the meaſure of our Faith and Repen- 
rance 1s our Peace of Conſcience, by 
theſe are the Marks and Characters 
ofour Guilt purged away by degrees: 
but the tranſient Att of Sin commit- 
ted, is ever recolle&ted by the Me: 
mory, apportionately to the natural 
vigour of the faculty in every man; 
And from hence it is, that in the 
fourfold diitin&tion of Conſcience , 
there is one ſort which is faid to be 
good, but not quiet, which (for my 
ownpart) I conceive to be an effetf, 
produced betwixt the memorative 
and imaginative faculties , rather than 
atrue and diſtin ſtate of Conſcience 
in a Chriſtian : it being , to my un- 
derſtanding, equally poſſible for the 
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Conſcience (in ſome men) as well in 
the punitive and wvindicative, as in the 
affermative and interpretative power of 
Law. Where the /magination (as 
Conſcience) may make Zaw to govern 
mens actions, as in ſome it conteſſed- 
ly doth ; it 15 not diſproportionable 
to Reaſon to believe, that /magina- 
tion may likewiſe perplex, and puniſh 
thoſe men for the breach of ſuch Zaws, 
as likewife Conſcience doth. 

5. But let the Cauſes and Octaſions 
of theſe Diſtempers be what they will; 
be it the Conſcience, or imaginative Fa- 
culty, or Memory, or all, or any other 
that procures, or promotes this trou- 
ble; uſually , theſe: are the effects | 
thereof, in fad reiterated Objecti- 
ONS, 


OBJECTION 


_ oft he Secret and Revealed Will,8c. 


OBJECTION LIL 


My Sins are not as other mens, they are 


not the Spots of Gods Children: 
they have theſe Circumſtances, that 
render them moſt formidable. They 
are 1. more then other mens, 2.grea- 
ter, 3. more loved, 4. longer lived in, 
5. leſs grieved for, then the Sins of 


other men, 


SOLUTION. 


6. Ut all theſe- Circumſtances 
together, but the laſt (which 
ſhall beanſwered by it ſelf) your fins 
can be but great, many, loved, relap- 
ſed, and perhaps after ſharp Corredti- 
ons for them, Vows againſt them,ſence 
of ſtrength and ability.through grace, 
to oppole, reſiſt, and overcome them, 
and all the moſt powerful temptati- 
ons to them, and thisacknowledged, 
and owned by your ſelf, in your am- 
paſſionate, and deliberate thoughts. 
Now what hinders the Remifſion 
of ſuch Sins? Are theſe the firſt Scay- . 
let fins that have ever been =_ ht 
Te 


Of the Sectet and 


— 


before the 7 hrone of Grace, to receive 


FT 
another t/nare by the hands of Mer- WM 9d 
cy and pardon ? Is there any incapa-' W it 
city in the Sinner, any defe& in the Z 1 
means, any qualification in them- 2 » 
ſelves, any barre or obſtacle to- the , 3 P 
Judge, that ſuch a ſinner ſhould not H yy 
be remitted? . #% Tt 
. What makes. you uncapable of Par- % C 
don-> Any Decree concerning your | { 
perſon, in Gods ſecret Fill ? In his * - 
revealed Hill there is nothing but *” 2 


Grace and Mercy offered to you, be- ' 
cauſe to all that truly repent and turn 
anto him, Ezek. 18. 21,22. but if you 
ſuſpe&t the 2/:llof Gods purpoſe, what | 
he hath determined concerning your #®. £ 
Perſon; in that ill; you wer xn | 
that as there are not two Fl in the 
Divine Majeſty, nor two contradittory 
As of one and the fame Hill: So 
may you afſure your ſelf, that what 
may dire&ly be concluded from his 
Revealed Will concerning the falva- 
tion of Mankind, you have your joyzt- 
mereſt therein, with the reſt of the 
Redeemed Horld: and that no Decree 
hath from all Eternity .been paſt 
againſt you, whereby a barre is, ſet 
| againſt 


Revealed Will in God. 


againſt all your good and ſquare en- 
deayours, and your perlon rejected 
" & into a fatal receſ/ity of being damned. 
; Z Impoſſible indeed it is that ſuch dor- 
! mant Attainders (ſhould lye againſt the 
-, > Perſons of ſome men, for the Preva- 
® rication and Rebellion of our firſt Pa- 
# rents, and yet that Gezeral A of the 
$ Grace and Favour of Almighty God, be 
* ® fo /olemnly proclaimed by that great 
; ** Ambaſſador of our Reconciliation,1 7 ins, 
; WH 2.4» 


n—— 


Si OBJECTION IL 


> ® But T have made my ſelf uncapable by 
, * Loſing the opportunities, and heretofore 
deſpighttully uſing both the inward, 
and outward means of my Calling ; 
| and therefore juſtly is that fallen upon 
me, foretold and threatned in Prov.1. 
24. Becauſe TI have called,and ye re- 
fuſed,l have ſtretched out my hand, 
and no man regarded,8c. ver/.26, 1 
will laugh at your Calamity,&c. 
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The Caſe of the Day 
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SOLUTION. 
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's 
7. FF by the Opportunity or Seaſon of #3 
repenting unto Salvation, you 3; 
mean one point of, time, where- ## 
in God doth /vfficiently once for all , or 
a the laſt tendry thereof , not only of- : 
ter us the means of Grace , but allo” 
ſufficiently prepare and diſpoſe the Will 
ro receive it ; I doubt not, but that 7 
anſwer of our Saviour to his Diſci-: 
ples, Y#.1.7, will be very applyable®? 
to you, 47 is not for you 10 know the oy 
times or the ſeaſons , which the Father: 
hath put into his own power. As Grace it | 
lelfis the free and andeſerved Gift of + 
God, fo are the circumſtances of giving” 
it, for time, manner, and meaſure,” 
His, .and diſpoſed of according to:7 
the Mill of his purpoſe , wherewith* 
you are not made acquainted, nor: 
privy to any determination COncern- of 
ing your ſelf, unleſs you have had7s fo 
ſome known Revelation thereof. [ = wv 
believe that the Day of Grace, as far T 
as weare able to collect, is not ſhut up; Cc 
nor the Sz of Righteouſneſs , that at M 
our Saviour 's Bapeatm roſe upor our 
Souls, 
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Of Grace being !pent, &«. I9 


= Sorls with healing in his /Vings, (ct, and 
X gone down over us, till oar lift2 be 

% ended. Some were called at the 
of Z eleventh hour, when there was but 
"Wu 2; one hour more to work im: yet by 
e-® the bountiful promile of the Lord 
or 2} of the Vineyard were rewarded with 
t- 2 the Perny, 1c. everlaſting life,as well 
lo 7% 4s they who bore the burden and heat 
il: of the day, Matth. 20.9. Sincerity of 
at © Reſolution 1s pretious 1n Gud s eye : 
ci--: and where ſufficient time to ap- 
jet: prove the ſame by good works is not 
he: allowed, I doubt not of the falvable 
ber ſtate of that Soul, Yet I do profeſs 
> it not to believe, that ſuch an one ſhall 
of > have an equall ſhare of Glory with 
ng” Saints of the firſt magnitude , neither 
re, can there in reaſon be ſo comfortable 
to. a poſture of mind lookt for in ſuchart 
ith% one: this being molt commonly the 
107: Reſult of that experience we have 
rn-% of our own repentance , by bringing 
14d 4 forth fruitsworthy of it , which ought, 

1% when time and means permit, to car- 
far® ry inthem a due proportion to the 
4p; continuance and vileneſs of our for- 
mer unregenerate life. 


Now, though Almighty God doth 
| & 2 
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The Caſe of the Day 
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ſometime accept the Will for the% 
Deed, wiz. a firm and irrefragablr 
Temptation-proof Reſolution of Con. 
veri1on for all future actual performan.* 
ces thereof, as being able toForelce," b, 


that that man would perform his re-'$ - 


{olutions, in cale God id permit him z \ 


ſo much time: yet ſhould no man. 


upon this conſideration defer his XL 


Repentance, but rather moſt ſfud/ouſ-37 
ly imbrace the preſcnt time offered, 
not only tor that this is to be in-® 
terpreted an affront of the Divine®: 
Majeſty, by turning the Grace of Gods 
into wantonneſs , but tor that no mani 
is aſſured, that ever he ſhall have any;; 
ſuch /ate and pretions Minute vouch 
ſafed untohim , or if it be, can poſſi. 
bly have any aſſurance, that he will 
be true to his word with God, in his*% 
Vows and Reſolutions, God alone, 
with whom all future things are 
reſent, being able to foreknow theX 
ſoundnels and ſteadineſs of ſuch ſbip-% 
wractt ingagers. Andas thele depen-'$ 
dencies are ſeldom 1o ſuccefsful (at 
leaſt not ſo often) as many men ima- 
gine, and in Charity we may very 
tar hope , ſo would I have them- to 
be 


_  O_”m_ 


Of Grace being ſpent, &c. 


be eſteemed, as ſuch, which can have 
nor:ght 4/pet upon, nor encourage- 


= ment trom, the »ſual, regular Pro- 
F ceedings of the Divine Majeſty : but 
*® are rather tobe layd on the uaprom:- 


ſed exceſſes and ſuperabundarcies of an 
infinite goodneſs , extending it felf 


2 ro a ſinner repenting him of his ſins,” 
# beyond the full and tree limits of the 
* firſt gracious Conceſſion of Pardon : 


troma reliance on which, as I would 


Sz not deter any the maſt grievous of- 


fender, whole negleqs and former 


| Supinity had caſt him on this /ittle 


Plank, in a Sea of Perplexities, {odo 
I almoſt aſſure my elf, that ſuch a 
Chriſtian, who dares continue in fin, 
upon the confidence of this ſupera- 
bundance of Grace, (hall never -be par- 
taker thereof , this being a Pearl of 


> too incomparable a value to be caſt 


before that Swine, who hath ſo con- 
temptuouſly trampled it under his 
feet. "Is 
Yet, if you mark it, your Caſt is 
far difterent from the ſtate of ſuch 
a man,, who hath neglected (ſay de- 
{piled) the ofters of mercy till the laſt 
minute of his life, wherein he rather 
C 3 inatches 


WA Oo et ES: 0 BRAID. . 
A Ee Is cs as 


a _ 


©. eo A FA-4AD os 


a wow 
— SIS Tree ER. 2 vue i OE. 4-4, 0 nm, 


TE oct Ae 
= — 


—_—_ - - —-—-— 


The Caſe of the Day © 


— O——— — - 


«% 


ſnatches after, than imbraces Pardon , 
being more ſenſible of his own dan- '# 
ger thanthe love of God: for (bleſ. # 
ied be God) you have not received *# 
any Summons to a ſpeedy account. of 
your Stewardſhip, by a decrepit old age, 
or a violent diteatc , or other contin- ** 
ency , but have made it your 
Pleſſed choice, to double your Pace in © 
the wayes of Holinels , having yet 
{as far as we are able to guels) the ' 
Poitmeridian part of your Day before : 
you;timeenough by the good bleſſing 
of God to {inith your 7 as& which is (et 
you, ere the night come wherein no man 
canmwork, 70, 5.4. 

As tor your Deſpightfully uſing the 
Spirit of Grace, 1th. 10. 29. (as you 
phraſe it after St. Pal) an Expreſſion 
more {uitable co a ſtate of Jpoſtacy 
then Unregereracy, ( as you would 
have me {uppoſe yours to be) as in 

'our former courle of life, you ſer (if 
i may believe your elf) too little an 
eſteem upon the ways of God, { the * 
manner of unregenerate men : ) ſq |} 
have you now too bitter a cenſure i 
upon your own, the fins of our unre- | 
genexate lite bcing (aiter converſion) 
v1 : by | 


Of Grace being ſpent, &c. 


by all Divizes (I preſume) accounted 
araungable, under the ſtile of Intirmi- 
® ties;:nd therefore of what {ort ſoever, 
3 y<t pardonable upon Repentance, 


_—_— 


1. OBJECTION IIL 
ir Z7erant (ſay you ) that it may be mith 
In * ſome Chriſtians @&s with Saint 
et Paul ; hewas a moſt wiolent Perſe- 
le © cutor of the Church, but then it was 
re | in a ſtate of Ignorance and Unbelief, 
': and therefore he ſays, God had mer- 
et EE cy upon him, becauſe he did it 
8 | through Ignorance, and in Inhde- 
lity : From whence "tis eaſie to infer, 
Je that had St, Paul maliciouſly and 
u knowingly aFed thoſe outrages 4- 
n gainſt the Church of Chriſt, he had 
y unddfhbted'y been excluded from all 
d hopes of Pardon; What think you 
n * then will become of me , who knew 
if the will of my Maſter,and did it not. 
I > 
e | SOLUTION, 
21 8. Hat Saint Pau! did ignorantly 
.. perlecute the Church of Chriſt 
) & 3 unqueſtionable , and that 3f Saint 
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The Caſe of Sins of Ignorance, 
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Paul had done the ſame Knowingly, $$ 
and Maliciouſly , he had not had any '% 
grounds to expect Pardon, may pro- | 
bably be true , but I do not take it to ? 


be out of all Queſtion, but the Infe- 


rence from hence againſt your ſelf is ? 
logical, and will by no means follow +» 
upon thole Premiſes. For thus your ! 


Argument ſtands, Saint Pawhad mer- 


cy from God tor perlecuting the ; 
Church of Chriſt ignorantly, therefore 


whoever committeth any ſin aga/ſ# 
Conſcience and Knowledge, ſhall not 


of. 
I ſhall not ſtand to ſhew youthe falſity 
'ofthis way of reaſoning, but only di!- 
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have mercy, and ſuch fins I am' guilty 7: 


Cover unto you how erroneous your -7 


Principles are, and that fo evidently, 
as I need not torture you int# a con- 
feſſion thereof. Do you profeſs to 


believe that there is an equality inall © 


R 0 - 
kinds of Sin ? that Adultery is not a 
greater {11 than Swearing ? Murder 


or Idolatry than Sabboth-breach ? S 


Rebellion than Theft? I am aſſured 
you arenot involved in this groſs er- 
Tour. But then do you believe, that 
that circumſtance [of doing it Know- 


ingly] #4 
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and Sins of Wilfulneſs, 
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ingly]canrender the ſame fin unpar- 
donable, which if done Ignorantly, 
will upon Repentance undoubtedly 
be forgiven. ho then can v/ ae ye 
What were the ſins of David and of 
Saint: Peter ? were they not fins a- 

ainſt Knowledge, yet Repentance re- 
Nor d both of them to their former 
ſtation in God's favour, you cannot 
ſuppoſe that thoſe perſons with 
whom our Saviour conversd , were 
all of them Sinners only out of Igno- 
Trance: Mary Mazaalene was never 
held to be /emorant (much leſs to be 
inculpably (o,) that her courle of life 
was not agreeable to the Law of God : 
yet ſo dear was ſhe to our Saviour, 
upon her hearty Repentance, 7 hat af- 
ter his Keſurreition he appeared firſt to 
Mary Magdalene , out 4 whom he had 
gaſt ſeven Devils, Mar. 16.9. 
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OBJECTION IV. 


But under the T aw the Soul that did ought © 


by 4s 
7” 
22 


pretumptuouſly , was to be cut off ** 


fromlirael. , 
SOLUTION, 


9. W:. are not under the T.aw but 

wader Grace,and Saint Pant 
tells us plainly, that a main Branch 
of that Priviledge 1s, 7 hat by Him, (1.e. 
Chriſt) all that believe are juſtified from 
all things, from which 7e (1.e. the Jews ) 
could xot be juſtified by the Law of Moles, 
Ad. 13.39. from whence 'ris clear, 
that Remiſſhon of ſins is given to all 
Sinners, who repent and believe the 
Goſpel. Beſides, every ſin that a man 
commits againſt Knowledge, 1s not a 
ſin of mats, or a ſin committed 
with an high Hand; Prelumption is not 
anerror ot, or in the Underſtanding, 
but 1n the Will , at leaſt is much more 
Axt in the Will,than in the Intelle&u- 
al faculty, and therefore to ſin againſt 
Knowledge , and to ſin Preſumptu- 
oully, are not convertible , and the 
ſame 
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Of Sins after Baptiſme. 
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fame thing , Preſumption being not 
only the higheſt degree of Wiltul- 
neſs, and being properly plac'd un- 
der the vice of Auaacity ; but it re- 
fle&ts more upon the perlon of the 
Law-maker, than on the Law it ſelf, 
and the contempt of perlons in Au- 
thority is ever more grievouſlly pu- 
niſhed than the breach of ſuch Laws 
and Conſtitutions; as ,are made by 
them. 


[ne —— 


OBJECTION V. 


But to relapſe into ſin, after not only Re- 
ſolutions and Vows againſt it , as they 
who ſin after Baptiſm do, is intolera- 
ble, anda ſign —_ that hath forfeited 
the Grace that ts given him, and is ju- 


dicially hardned by God, 
SOLUTION, 


Io. = O fin, and to relapſe into ſin, 

after a Vow againſt it, is 
that thing indeed which every Bap- 
tized Chriſtian doth : and in thoſe 
who are dulf, or at years of diſcre- 
101 


The Caſe of Sins 
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tion (not invincibly ignorant of their *# 


Obligation ) 1s intallibly not only a 
very great Aggravation of ſin, but a 
fin it lelf: and luch an Offender is (in 
yery truth) not only a un Diſhonor 
to the Goſpel of Chriff, but a great 
ſeands! to the Communion of Saints , 
diſ-inherited (and that actually) of 
his intereſt in the Kingdom of Chritt 
whileſt he continues'1n that ſtate of 
Impenitency : but when the courle 
is broken, the caſe is quite the con- 
trary ; and the Prodzat returaing , 
capable of as-benign and as hoſpital a 
Reception 1n his Fathers houle, as yas 
that other Son , able to boaſt of his 
good demeanour irom his Childhood, 
This is the caſe of repentant Sinners, 
and for ſuch-it is, that when they 
(nay though but 2 {ingle one) return, 
There us joy in the preſence of the An- 
gels of God, Luk.15.12. 

But forthe /ow in the Baptiſm, Tam 
not (for the preſent) of opinion, that 
it isany aggravation of1in , till the 
baptiſed perion comes up to years of 
Diſcretion, and hath either actually 


taken upon-him the performance of 


his Baptiſmal Yow, or elſe hath _—_—_ 
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After Baptiſme. 


ſo much knowledge of his Profeſſion, 
as that he hath, or may have infor- 
mation that he was initiated there- 
unto, and admitted under ſuch a ſo- 
lemn Stipulation. But when I ſpeak of 
Atual taking upon him the pertor- 
mance of this Vow, I do not mean 
that ſolemn, direct, oral, and publick 
transferring the Obligation on him- 
ſelfin Epiſcepal Confrmation : but allo 
the doing any Chriſtian duty of Com- 
munion, whereby he doth (though 
but implicitely) own his Faith ; and 
conſequently his Obligation thereto, 
made on his behalf by Szreries in his 
Baptiſme, | 

And again, you mult conceive, that 
every wilful fin againſt Knowledge 
and Conſcience (even in thoſe who 
are adult,and have Actually put them- 
ſelves under the performance of the 
Vow) is no abdication of our Vow in . 
Baptiſme, neither do Iapprehend that 
perſon which ſo offends, to be guilt 
of Perjury, upon every Act of ſuch 
ſin of Wiltulneſs, no more thanlT be- 
lieve, that every ſingle diſobedience - 
of her Husband may be interpreted 
to be a perjury in the Wife, _ 


The Caſe of Sins 
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ſhe hath promiſed , and folemnly # 
vowed to obey him in the Marriage '# 
Contratt. - 

I confeſs, that an habitual courſe 3% 
of wilful fin, in tuch as do own their 7 
profeſſion ; nay, that any ſin pre- *z 
tumptuouſly committed againſt the 
Divine Majeſty, doth imply a breach 
ofthis Yow, as well as final Apoſtacy ; * 


yea, that the abnegation of any evi- 


dent fundamental of Religion,as the Re- | 

ſurretion of the Dead, the Doctrine of ' 

the ever bleſſed and holy Trinity, (after 
firft and ſecond Admonition, Tit. 3. 10: 
&.) 1s a breach of the Vow 1n Bap- 
tiſme; but that every Act of wilful 
ſin is ſuch, is to my Apprehenſion no 


more a truth, than for a Chriſtian of *. 


the Proteſtant perlwaſion to de- 
ny Chriſts local d:ſcenſion into Hell , 
(which hath no undeniable ground 
in Scripture) and for that error (for 
to that Perſwaſion the Church is not 
infallible) to be held guilty of perjury 
in breaking the [reed clauſe or 
branch of this Vow in Bapriſmne , re- 
quiring himto believe all the Articles 
_ hriftian faith, as well as doth 
the fr# and third, exact from him a 


for- 


— 7 
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After Baptiſme. 


forſaking the Devil, the World, the 
Fleſb, and the keeping of God s holy Jill 
and commandements all the days of my tife. 

But tet the moſt that you fear be 
granted; and you be held guilty of 
as many perjuries , as you committed 
other fins, and this not only in your 
own eſteem, but in the opinions of 
learned Divines, yet ftill this may 
render that condition to be more la- 
mented, but it cannot make 1t urreco- 
verable, for is there any thing in 
Scripture more frequent than God's 
Meſſages by his Prophets to the peo- 
ple of the Fews, calling them to repen- 
tance, and that after Covenant breach, 
and promiſing them pardon if they 
would repent, and convert unto him 
The Prophet Feremy may ſuperſede 
your ſearching any other Scriptures 
to this purpoſe, who indeed is abun- 
dant in thoſe promiſes of Mercy , and 
therefore a Book very fit to comfort 
every penitent Soul, and likewile as 
fit by reaſon of the Threatnings 
therein, to convert the Impenitent, 
' As for that you ſpeak concerning 
Juaicial Induration, or God's hardening 
men's hearts in Judgment ; I con- 
fels, 


- 
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Of Judicial Hardening, 


Mat.25.28. 
Luk, 8. I 8, 


feſs, that there is a taking away the 
Zalent from the flothful Servant , a 
withdrawing of Grace from him 
that doth not uſe it to that end for # 

which it wasgiven him by God : but i 
that ſuch a Judgment is not (ordina-: 
Tily) revealed, fave by the treaſuring. 
upof wrath againſt the day of wrath, | 

the final impenitence of him who 
is thus judicially hardened by God, 


will be difficult to prove, there being 
novery {ure Example of this /ndura- 


tion inScripture, ſave that of Pharaoh, 


in whom thoſe Conſequents were i? 


moſt viſible, and of thoſe obſtinate + 


and incredulous Fews to whom onr 
Saviour preachd,or in whoſe preſence 
or Counttey he wrought ſo many Mi- 


Tacles, mentioned in Mat. 13.14, 15. 
but that you ate in danger of ſuch ju- 


dicial Induration as this, is a very re- WF. 


mote fear, and tomy judgment whol- 
ly inconſiſtent with your preſent 
Chriſtian Deportment, 


OBJECTION 


_- The Caſe of Sorrow for Sin: 


a oBJECTION. vt. 
Im 
or Zu you ſay, My Sins are confe ſſed! 
w. $5 8 7 fret, ( being Tn_—_ oth 


circumſtances ad they are) even 


| = with allthe Allowanees 5 your Charity 


h, or Tudoment can afford them : they 
10 i cannot then but require Apron, 
d, ble Grief for them, et 7 find 


0 

g BY motin my ſelf; Moſes Rod, tha ew 
:- 3 water - Rocks of the Wi lderneſs, 
h, 3 being not able to break and wonnd my 
o BY 

e 


- 


ſtony Heart into Rivers of Tears, ſuch 
= as are fit to tleanſe and wrince away 

r # theſe ftains of Sin. 

e 2 

- SOLUTION 

FT complaint iobue reirive 
& of one of t hoſe 4 avati- 

ps of Four Sins mentione you 

Et the it and by me Seferredit 

Satisfied at that time. Ifay oa 


nat it cannot be denieds, but that 
_ for ſin commirtte 'on ht to 
he: Dans proportion with the hei- 


nouſneſs of our Crimes, for which 
wo, deliret to grieve and lament: but 
D 'you 


-— 4 
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you may be very unit to judge of 
this proportion , eſpecially . ſeeing 
your Grief and Revenge, with an in- 
termixture of other /raſcible Paſſions, 
hath made you already too obnoxi- 
ous to the devices of Satan, 2 Cor. 2, 
Ii, and Peter three times denied 
that he knew his Maſter, Mark 14.66, 
and that with Curſings and Swear-, 
ings, /mprecations (perhaps ) upon 
himfelf, ithe knew any ſach mn, Zuk. 
22.55, Here was a Complication of 
very grols fins, as Swearing, Curſing, 
Mat.26.76. Denial of his Maſter, whom lately 
rnag-79 Be profeſſed to be the Sor of God, and 
«$-22:92* 211 this a flat Perjury ; yet you never 
read of Tears ſhed for thele Sins more 
than once : but then they are recor- 
ded to be bitter ones ; what the 
wanted in the Z£xtrinſecal Proport- 
on to the Standard of man's Judg- 
ment, they had in the /ztrinfick value, 
moſt proportionable to the Judgment 
of God. | | 
You mu{t know then, that Grief 
and Shame, and ſuck-like {feftrions' 
of the /ra/cible Appetite, are parts/of 
that correfive Juſtice which we eXe- 
6ute upon our ſelves; and very pro. | 
perly 


CMC YW&o th. — ———_ —_—{T —_ 
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perly on the /over Sou!, becaule that 
hath been moſt in{tcumental in our 
Sins, and hath ikewiſe had the great- 
eſt ſhare of the Senſual Pleaſure recei- 
vedin inning , as allo for that the is 
the moſt proper initrument to mace- 


. Tateand chaitile the Body, (the other 


Aſſociate 4nd Conſpirator in offend- 


$+ng.) That which ought to give the 


greatelt latisfo&ion to the Penitent, 
concerning the 7r«th and Meaſure 
of his Sorrow tor Sin, 1s the Averſati- 
on of his $»irit and Mindtoall tormer 
evil wayes, as ſuch , with a full Re- 
ſolution. and ſincere Endeavour to 
avoid and fly al{ Sin tor the time to 
come, and tv. embrace and practiſe 
moſt impartially aRules of Godlineſs, 
Righteouſneſs, and Sobriety , at what 
rate loever he purchaſe the perfor- 
mance of them ; facilitating his way 
thereto by a frequent and prudent 
exerciſe of ſuch helps of Mortificati- 
on, as his Lord and Maſter Chriſt, and 
the Chufch his Mother, have recom- 
mended by Example, or enjoyned by 
Precept. .*. ' 
,\Neithetisthere any caufe to com- 
pla, that theſe ' Severe Courſes are 
D 2 not 


not reconcileable toa cheertulmanner 
of living inthisworld , fo far as not 
tocaſt any torpid Languithments 6n 
our frail Bodies, or to render our 
ſelves compliable with ſober and ho- 
neſt converſation > for they who 
have, and daily do make Tryal of 


thefe Rules and Canons for a Chriſtt 


an man's life, do not find {o much 


trouble in the practice of them, as in# 


the /ad RefleFions on their former un- 
regenerate State, which yet they 
may now contemplate with Glory to 
God, and Comfort to themſelves, 
who'through rhe Grace of our Zord 
Feſms Chriſt hath given them the victo- 
over 10 Unwearied, ſo Politick, 
and ſo Powerful Enemies to their Sat 
vation: ifReaſon can perlwade you, 
that it is matterof Sadnels for a man to 
paſs through rough and difty wayes, 
that he may in ſhort time go and, be 
ſfeſt ofa Kingdom ; or 1f you can 
ine, that that marr hath reaſo- 
nable cauſe of Complaint, who is 
ſure to eſcape the bloody hands' of 
Aſſaſſones, it he will but take the 
pains to winde. himſelf after a ſure 


Guide, through a narrow. Path, beſet 


hers 


The Caſe of Sorrow for Sin. © 


9 


G 


; The Caſeof Sorrow for Sin. - 


a 


here and there with Briars and 
Thorns , then, and not elſe, hath 
n that man cauſe to.complain of the 
Ty —_ of an — kts who 
J- hath e t9 iollow Chrzft his 
O Do the Duties and Contin- 
gencies of ſo Noble a Profeſſion, 


y 
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nd B- OBJECTION VIL 
y 
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But«7 ſtill fear the Iſſue of afl my 7 ra- 
wails ; mot thinking any thing too 
Dear tobe bought, or too heavy tg be 
born, [o I might be aſſured to finiſh 
my Courſe with joy : 7am. ta!d by 
my Seviour himſelf, that many ſhall 
ſeek to enter 1n at the ſtraight gate, 


1 and ſhall not be able to enter. 
' my former ſins be not pardoned, all 7 
; do will be to no purpoſe ; the not ac- 
" | cepting of my Perſon will render all 
a 8 . 7/: good 7 do contemptible , aud pu- 


k '.* niſbable by God, as, bling ſo man 
guilded Sins, as ſuch Mord hw 
are wont to be called, 


D 3 SO- 


3 Co. 15, 
þ lt. 


Luk.19.26. 


Pet. 2:% =» 
Phil. 36, gives us Grace to ask , then com- 


Caſe of God's accepting 


SOLUTION, 


exp nothing but your Pardon in 
your hand wiil fatisfie you,and 
ſhake off the Scruples and Perplexities 
of your mind , you muſt Enow, that 
this Pardon and Juſtification of ours, 
is rather under Promiſe row, and 
by 7 ile of Law, than 4(trally pais'd 
upon our Souls 1n this Liic : yet are 
not we the leſs lecure of it, for the 
Word of God 1s unchangzable , but 
no man hath realon to exret, with 
Unconditionate ' and Aſo/ute Aſſu- 
rance , what muſt depend upon our 
own Co-operation with the Grage of 
God. And though God hath afſ- 
ſured us, that He will not forſake us, 
"till ve forſake Him, no nor preiently 
then neither, yet. what aſſurance 
we (hall have of our own endeavours, 
muſt be ſought for in the promiſes of 
God made gnd oerfornn to his gra- 
cious Servants, and allo in-our own. 
free Fills, and the perſeverance of 
them in Grace daily and minutel 

begzaed of Him 1n Prayer, God fir 


mands 


/ TIE 


* * ., MensPerſons. 


mands us to ask, then helps our Infir- 
mities in asking , and promiſes he 
will give if ye ask as he hath bid us, 
if thcn our. wants be not ſupplied, 
where will the fault le but 1n our 
ſelves? Grace is cheaply enough ob- 
tained, if jt may be had tor the asking, 
and increas'd for the »ſig. 

But: being you ſpeak of God's not 
accepting your Perſon, as it that had ſo 
neceſſary and iramediate an influence 
upon all your pradtice, that not only 
nothing were accepted withour it, 
but Cvery ihing for it, and from it, 
we will a little conſider that exprel- 
ſion, as it1s uſed in Scripture, with 
refleivn upon the erroxeoes doctrine 
wherein you ſeem to me to be (I be- 
lieve unwittingly) involved. 

To accept any ones perſon hath in 
Scripture a two-fold ſenfe : ſome- 
times it is taken in a good ſenſe, but 
not often, fo in 1 Se. 25. 33. where 
David being intcreuded with by the 
eloquence, wildom, and preſence of 
Abizail, changeth his determination 
of deſtroying her Hi-bhind Vaal and 
his Family, and ithi+ & here called 
412 accepting of her Perſon, In a bad 

) 4 ſenſe 
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ſenſe it is more uſually found ; ſa 


God forbidsthe Afinifiers of Juſtice to 
accept mens Perſons, Lev. 16.15; andin 
this ſenſe it is,” that God will not ac- 
cept the Perſons of men, 2 Sam. t4. 14. 
Mat.22.16. Cal. 2. 6. yea in this fente 
the —_— of God Himſelf may be, 
but muſt not be accepted, as in Fob. 13. 
+,8. Fill ye ſpeak wickedly for God, and 
ralk aeceitfully for him? will ye accept His 


rſon ? wherein Fob admoniſheth' his 


e 
We (nds that they ſhould not- argue 
f FA LY gu 


V1 


r God (with opinion ' thereby to 
ndicate his Juſtice) from falfe Ale- 


*gations of Fob's Hypocriſie. So*do thoſe 
men, who equivocate, or the, ſtexs, rob, 
commit Sacriledge -and Mirder for 
_ glory, &c. accept the perſon of 
God, Sub} 1 


When therefore the Phraſe of [ac- 


cepting of mens perſons Jis uſed ina good 


ſenſe; it ſignitieth thus' much, That 
the perſon: of ſuch a man in conjun- 
ton with his good qualifications, or de- 
{erts, is accepted and rewarded: but 


vw 


it 


hen yt ſignifies toa'bad ſenſe, then 
imports thus much , that ſuch a 


man is accepted, favour'd, or reward- 
£d, withoutany intaition of his 'Qua- 


2”. lifications 


& ” Py 


Saif | 
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lificat.ons be they good or evil, this is 


Partiality and Injuſtice, and we may 
- pot uſe it even for-God himſelf. 
Now by your Objection , I con, 
ceive, you believe that he is an Ac- 
cepter ofPerſons in this laſt ſenſe,v3z, 
an abſolute Eleftor , who out of the 
maſs of Mankind corrupted, did by 


virtue of his Sovereign power , and , 


Omnipoteſft wiſl, irreſpettrvely chooſe 
ſome tew mens Pirfoms, and repro- 


bate Myriades of others, without any; 
* previſional regard to their Works, ex- 


preſly contrary to that of Saint Paul, 


Gal,2.6. where the Apoſtle ſayes, that 


Godreſpetts no Man's perſon, (the Gen- 
riles being as eligible in God's eye, as 
the lineal ſeed of Abraham, of which 
the Jews could not eafily be perſwa- 
ded, ) neither James nor Peter, who 
ſeemed to be pillars, being preferred 
and reſpected before Saint Paw, (a 
late abortive Convert,) by Him who 
Jeeth nat as man ſeeth, And therefore 
if God hath not elected ſome, and re- 
probated others, without previſor 
. and zmtwition of their Qualihcations, 
as foreſeeing what good, or what 
bad, or what no-uſe mea would i 
EEE”. fb... hoc 12" 


A 


> : 
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of Grace given, and” conſequently , 
thereby aſſure ox drveſt themielves 
of the Advantages, and Priviledges of 
God's common love to Manxigd ; your 
fear ot not being accepted, *becaule 
God hath tron all Erexpity ſome 
Quarrel or "No Zove to your Perſon, 
is not only friyglous , bux dangerous, 
and in it {clf deftruive of all your 
Labours and Endeayours for Eternal 
Life , keeping them under the dsſmal 
and falſe apprehenſion of Zyrazvny in 


*the Divine Majeſty , which: the Hea- . 


thens themſelves rejected, under the 

Notion of Superſtition. | 
To be ſhort, I ſhall not only con- 
front the Anſwer of God to Cain, Ger. 
4-7. (whomT believe the Aſertors of 
that Doctrine have ever held to be a 
Reprobate) againſt the ſkrongeit At- 
gument that may be uſed for indu- - 
cing and confirming the beliet of this 
Proſopoleptical*way ofelecting and re- 
probating men, without any intui- 
tion of their good or evil Deeds: ['/F 
thou do well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? ] 
from whence are inferred theſe two 
things, Firſt,;that Caiz himſelf might 
have offered an acceptable Sacrifice 
to 


— 


| © Accepting Mens Perſons. 
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to God as well as bel, and-Second- 
ly, if he had done {o, he had been 
accepted by God, as well as was his 
Brother. So that it was not any Quar- 
rel and Hatred that God had to tae 
perſon of Cam jr-cſpeptively conſider'd 
but either to the Evil that he had 
formerly done (tor we cannot prelume 
Cainico have lived wichout tin, *till 
the time of the ottering that Sacrifice, 
nor doth the Text, aſſert that to be 
the firſt Sacrifice, that either he or 
bel oftered ) or that which he had 
now committed in offering a Sacrifice 
not worthy God's acceptance at his 
hands, 

What reaſon therefore you ſhould 
have to fear the ſucceſs of your La- 
bours in the Lord , upon Miſpriſuon 
of Perſonal Acceptance with God, you 
ſee by what hath been faid , as alla 
of your groinad/eſs tears of not being 
able to enter in at the ſfraight Gate , our 
Saviour having(it you mark it)threat- 
ned ,-not: them who ſfrive. {becauſe 
he hath commanded that a#zive, - 


auſtrious way of attempting) but them _ * & 
who only ſeek,” (a way 0z getting {7.5 
Heayeg very difterent from the for-4izs 


mer) 


F 
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mer) importing very little more 

(though no more tothe purpole) than 

Balaam's Wiſh, that he might dye the 

death of the Righteous, Numb. 2 7.10. 
4 


OBJECTION VII, 


But though it will follow from hence, that 
Perſonal Aſſurance of Remiſſion and 

. Pardon of Sin, be not always a nece(ſa- 
ry effett of God's. pardoning of us, or 
our being in a way to be pardoned : yet 

' ſurely it is ſomewhat unlikely ( ſay 
104) that the clean contrary, ViZ.-4 
perſwaſion that 7 ſhall not be pardoned, 
ſhould flow from [0 hap »y 4 condition, 


as you would make me believe Jam in, 


SOLUTION. 


13. FF you ſhould throughly exa- 

mine your ſelf, that you do 
thus perſwade your ſelf, will un- 
doubtedly appear to be falſe, For 
to what purpoſe do you then pray,faſt, 
and give Alms , lead a his and 
ſevere life, &c. if you were indeed 
perſwaded that you ſhould not be 
laved? would any one but a mad- 
man 
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man keep on his pace, in rough, and 
almoſt impaſſable wayes, if he were 
certainly aſſured that he ſhould ne- 
ver come to his journeys end ? his 
feet muſt needs be thought-to con- 
. fute his tongue, if he ſhould do thus. 

Beſides, how prepoſterous a thing 
were it, if you ſhould take ſuch ſharp 
and ſevere courſes, as youu do, to en- 
large your ſcore , ſuppoſing all theſe 
Actions of yours ſhould be charged 
by God upon your account, as fo ma- 
ny exilded ſins, as you lately termed 
them ? But this, I think, you will 
have little reaſon to be afraid of, ſee- 
ing our Saviour hath told you, that 
the Alms-deeds 'and Prayers of the 
Phariſees themſelves were ſo re- 
warded , as they deſired they ſhould 
be, (viz. with the Praiſes and Com- 
mendations of men, Mattb. 6.16.) and 
are not by him either ſtyl'd ins, of 
threatned with any puniſhment,more 
than with the no-ground of expe&- 
ing a Reward from God. 

But as concerning the pardon of 
our ſin, it will be very uſeful to ob- 
ſerve theſe four things. rt. That the 
point of Faith, concerning Remiſſion of 


' Fa 
Sin, 
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Sin, is, That by Chriſt, Remiſſion of Sins 
is given toMankind through Faith in 
his Blood. 2. That this Remifſron 15 
not abſolutely , though freely given ; 
but doth depend upon certain Conas- 
tions Or aicaricas 'whereby men 
are made fit and capable of receiving 
it, 3. That, the Rules, as well for 
the means of conveying this Donati- 
0n to us, as for our aptitude and capa- 
City to receive the beneit thereof, 
are to be ſought out and taken 
from the Scriptures. 4. That be- 
cauſe many —_ of Importance, 
concerning this: doctrine, are to be 
deduced fromthe Scriptyres, by the 
mediation of Humane underſtanding, 
it isa mark: both of Piety, Wiſdom, 
and Humility, to take the Carholique 
Church for our Guide and reliance 
therein, , Falle Interpretations of 
Scripture , prove either full of Per- 

lexity, or. Danger, or both, to our 
elves and others, but moſt elpect- 
ally in ſuch Do@rines , ſo nearly im- 
porting our Salvation, as. this of Re- 
miſſion of Sin doth. Therefore it is not 
to be regarded, by what Mediums, or 
from what P?inciples your Conclu- 
110ns 


And the Remiſſion of Sins, 


fioasare rawn, if they bs only your 
own: if you mean to fail ſecurely a- 
midſt the 'Tempeſts raiſed in the 
world by ſuch diverſity bf Judgments 
and Imaginations , embarque you 
ſelfin the Univerſal Copſentient, and 
Ancient [nterpretatiohs' and Dottrine's 
of the Church , and do' nor adventure 
ſopretious a Fraught 4s your Soul, 
redeemed with the blood of Chriſt, in 
the zotteriny Boat of 'your, own, "or 
other mens private Znterpretations- of 
Scripture. The Churth teacheth yoh 
this doctrine, viz. r.- That you' are 
pardonable upon your Faith and;Re- 
ntance. 2. That God hath prof 
ed (who cannot lye, Heb,6.18.) that 
he will pardon you , if you believe 
and repeht. 3. Thot the Manifeſfa- 
tion of God's parcogiing your fins, 15 at 
preſent but 1mperfe&ly , and inch: 
ately wronght in your Hearf by rhe 
Holy Ghoſt,-and the ule of Sacraments; 
but the fall: Evidence thereof is to be 
expected from Chri/# the Jace, atid 
to be patiently ind. chearfully wait- 
red for by 'F:ith in the Promiſes. 
4. That the 7eſtimony of your own 
Spirit, ariſing from your ſincere con- 
verlation 


SCOAEDEY 
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verſation in the Doftrines of the Got- 
pel, is the moſt certain Evidence that 
ou or any man can ordinarily expect 
1n this life, and all this from pregnant 
Teſtimony of Scripture. | 
For you, who hold a lawful and. ' 
uninterrupted Succeſſion of Ainiſters 
in the Church of Chriſt; you cannot 
but- believe, that in the hands of the 
Churetr lyes much of your Peace, as 
well as of your Safety: conſidering 
the power they have over you, Heb.1 3. 
17. and the Power they Have for you, 
ohn 20.21.22.23. and both theſe de- 
rived downto this preſent Age, and 
ſhall ſo continue whereſoever the 
Church ſhall be, {though there be no 
neceſſity that they ſhould be conti- 
nued whereſoever Chriſtians are) by 


. virtue of our Saviour's promiſe, even 


to the end of the World. And theſe 
powers te be pleaded for by then, and 
ſubmitted unto by you, as being of. Dz- 
vine right , Comal and appointed by 


the Holy Ghoſt, (the principal Admi- 


niſtrator of Church Government ) forthe 
Advantage and Edification of rhe ZBo- 
dy of Chriſt. | OY 

I doubt there be ſome, and thoſe no 


ir 


4-4 
ths. 
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f- inconſiderable ones, that believe this 
4 . doctrinenot ſufficiently aſſerted by the 
I Church of England, there being in the 
_ Frame and Contexture ot her Church- 

Government t00 much of the Zap, and 
d Y too little of the Clergy-man, And 
P though my Judgment tells me, that 
6 there is not any Civil Magiſtrate on 
E carth, be-he Zmperonr, King,or Prince, 
S that hath ſo Zv:dent and . /mmeadtate a 
5 Commiſſion for his Power, and the £x- 
. erciſe thereof, as hath the Church , 
n yet who ſees not, that both the Ad- 


p miniſtration and the Adminiſtrators 
] of this Government are deſpiſed, ſave 
C in ſuch a /#bordinate way of diſpenſing 
9 this Power, that muſt needs render it 
| precarious 1n the eyes of ignorant 
6 men, and the Church-Officers them- 
1 ſelves, no other things but ſuch bor- 
; rowed Hands, as by pulling now this 
way, now that way, help, to keep the 
carriage Of the Civil Stafe from over- 
| turning in rough and dangerous Deſcents, 


E OBJECTION 


The Caſe of Sacerdotal 


OBJECTION IX. 


But you ſay, T hat could you have believed 
the point. of Sacerdotal Abſolution, 
and the Obligation (that ſeems to in- il © 
ferre) to private Conteſſion , you iſ © 
had long ſince enjoyed your Peace, at | | 
leaſt you had not 0 ſo great a tron- | + 
ble as now you do, 


SOLUTION, 


I 4- Ur Judgments nogyhit differ 
in this, forI clearly believe, 
that on earth, as there 1s no ſurer 
way to prevent mens falling into fin 
(eſpecially many </ofe Enormities) 
. than the diſcreet and conſcionable pra- 
ice of the Duty of Confeſſion : f, 1s 
: there not a more proper and undoubt- 
ed way for allaying the Troubles of 
mind, flowing from the guilt of Sin, 
than a:grave and conſiderate Execution 
of the Pover of Abſolving Sinners. 
Ifay the power of abſolving Sinners , 
for ;xt- this Claule. in his Commiſſion. 
ſtand not good by Divine Right , 1 
know nothing a Prieſ# can do' more 
than 
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than other men ; and am well affured 
that in ſome part of their Office, they 


'can do (many of them) much leſs. 


Not to ſignifie any thing of the grief 
LI have, for your not believing fo: evi- 
dent Texts of Scripture as this Do- 
rine is built upon, I ſhall endea- 
vour to cut up your Infidelity in this 
point by the roots, by a very brief ex- 
amination of theſe tew' particulars, 
1, What the power of Abſolving is. 
2. Whether it be conveyed down to 
the preſent Paſtors of the Church, in the 
ordinary way of commiſſioning them 
to that Fun&tion, by the Zmpoſition of 
the hands of+ Biſhops and Presbyters.. 
. Of what - concernment this power 
1s, in the Execution thereof, upon 
Penitent Sinners. - | 
1. The power of 4bſolving Sinners, 

1s comprehended in one branch of the 


power of the Keyes, viz. remitting fin : 


expreſly mentioned in Chriſt's Com- 
miſſion given to the Apoſtles and 
their Succeſſors, Matth. 16.19. and 
Joh. 20.23. - which in the point in 
hand, as it much differs / from read- 
zitting into the Church, (that part of 
the power of the Keyes which ſeems, 
| E 2 an 
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and doth but ſeem to be the ſame 
with this) ſo it is in a Prieſt or Preſ- 
byter (to my judgment |) no guatcial, 
but rather an Annyntiative att, the 
Prieſt being none of that order to 
whom the promile of our Saviour is 
made, Matth.19. 28. of ſitting on twelve 
Thrones,and judging the twelve Trit es of 
{ſrael. My tealon for my opinion is, 
becauſe a Prieſt cannot be thought to 
Abſolve otherwiſe then he can Fetein 
(elie there will be more in one than in 
the other of the Correlatives, ) Now a 
Prieſt doth not retein ſin judictally, (for 
that is the office of the Biſhop, and is 
only done by the ſentence of Zxcomm- 
nication) but declaratively only ſhewing 
the Impenitents (whether colleCtive- 
ly, or perſonally) that by reaſon of 
Oh or ſuch Impediments their ſins 
are not forgiven, but not binding 
their ſins upon them jud#cielly , fo that 
the Offender ſhall not only be obliged 
to repent, but alſo [as under the ſen- 
tence of Zxcommunication) to ſue for 
the removal of the Cenſure. Like as 
in the Zaw, one who is ſued to an Ovt- 
{awry for Debt, muſt as well procure 
the Writ of Ow#lawry againſt him ” 


ad 
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be reverſt, as take care to pay the 


—" Debt. 

J Neither do Iby this, make the pro- 

% nouncing of a Sinner abſolved by a 
Prieſt, to be of no more efficacy than 


ifa Zayman had done it: for a power 
to pronounce or proclaim a Pardon in 
the name of a Prince, by virtue of a 
fl Commiſſion iſſuedoutto one for that 
5 purpoſe, or by one to whoſe office it 
belongs ſo to do; is quite another 
"* thing, thentheſame Pardon reported 
ng byone, who hath no powerand au- 
: _— to proclaim the Prince's par- 
 "- 
A But #TIam thought by this to 1n- 
fringe the power and priviledge of 
5 the Sacerdotal Function, and any way 
-- B toleſſenthe Authority of that Order , 


tf 1 muſt ſpeak my mind freely, I do 
S not conceive that the ſame words in 
4 the Ordination of. a Prieſt, do in the 
F Intention of the Church ſignifie to the 
d ſame latitude, as they did in the /-- 
- ftitution of Chriſt, and therefore I be- 
y lieve a Presbyter or Prie#, doth no 
* more (but yet as much) in this point, 
q asthe Church hath inveſted him with 


C in her Ordination of himto that Fun- 
4 E 3 ction ; 
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&ion, which is the exerciſe of an 
Authority /imited, as I have already 
ſaid. "> 8 by 6 , "F 2 
However this is enough for the 
Penitent, for if the Prieſt hath Judg- 
ment (which in Reverence to the 
Church, which hath had in{peCtion of 
his abilities we ought to believe) to 
diſcern when the Penitent is par. 
donable; you cannot deny but he 
hath authority committed unto him, 
in God's Name, and from his Word, 
tolet the Penitent know, not only 
that he is pardonable, but that God 
will undoubtedly pardon him, and 
all ſuch as he is,” in caſe of their perſe- 
verance in their Repentance. ' . - - 
' 2, Asfor the ſecond thing propo- 
ſed, viz. whether this power be fo 
conveyed down, &c. it is ſtrange, me 
thinks ; it ſhould-be any matter of 
ſcruple to you. For if you had not 
ſome prejudice to every thing that 


relates to pardon of Sin, T would ask 


you (and do verily __ ſhould go 
away without an anſwer) 'whether 
you believe a Presbyter hath power 
to coxſecrate the Elements in the bleſ- 
ſed Sacrament, by virtue of this Or-. 
lod 64 oe; ane. or - dination ? 
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dination ? and whether a Zay-man can 


ly do as much therein, it he ſhould take 

the Common Prayer-Book,and read over 
be the Bread and Hine, the Form of the 
a. Conſecration? Iknow you believe the 
Ne later as much as you believe the for- 
of mer. What hinders then, that this 
o branch of power ſhould not be conter- 
I: red upon nm 1n his Ord/nation ? The 
A Authority conterred upon the Church 


1, by Chriſt 15 the ſame in both, and both 
J are by the Church (with due Limita- 
, tion) inveſted on the Presbyter in his 
4 Ordination. And good reaſon it ſhould 
F be ſo, for I doubt not that the Sacra- 
: ment ought (regularly) to be admi- 
niſtred. to none but abſotved perſons , 
as none were to eat the Paſle-over, but 
thoſe who were clean from all Zegal 
pollutions. We ſee that the Presby- 
terians,and all otherSectaries amongſt 
us, are ſo tender of this point, that 
they are ſo far from leſſening the Au- 
thority of their Church-Othcers in 
this particular,(or at leaſt of the whole 
Church as they pleale toterm it) that 
they are much more rigid and ſevere, 
inexecuting a power like this, oftherr 
own making, then ever the Biſhops 
E 4 were, 
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were, in putting the power Chriſt un- 
doubtedly gave them, in execution. But 
I need not ſay much of this ſecond 
branch to One of your perſwaſion. 

' 3. Laſtly, It you' delire to know 
what advantage this 15to a Penitent ? 
I an{wer, That if a Penitent do but 
believe as much of the Prieſts autho- 
rity (though T ſhalt be thought no ve- 
ry great Friend tothe inlargement of 
it) as I have aſſerted, viz. an Annun- 
ative poxer from God not onely to 
aeclare men Pardonable, (as he doth in 
preaching tlie Goſpel) but to pronounce 
them pardoned , upon inſpection of 
their Faith and Repentance,as he doth 
in giving them ab/o/utioz , he ſhall not 
onely receive comfort, by the Prieſts 
aſſuring him of the ſafety of his con- 
dition, and of his red'ntigration 1ato 
grace'and favour with God ; but ſhall 
enjoy the benefit of h# prayers, whom 
God hath appointed to that Duty 
moft efpccially, and whom he hath 
promiled to accept: together with 
the.Ble/ing of the Prieſt Bleſſeng him in 
Gods ſtead as well.as in Gods name;) 
a favour which nothing but ſome 
leud /Zophni's, and Phinees's amongit 


the 
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the Clergy, Numb.s. 23,27. but mul- 
titudes of prophane £/as's amongſt 
the Zayery, could have had the $kill 
or luck to have rendred {o- contemp- 
tible as we ee it is, the puniſhment 
whereof (as likewile of Deſpiſing the 
Perſons and Offices of ſuch whom 
God hath appointed to ſerve at the 
Altar of Bleſſing, 10 many other parti- 
culars) both this preſent and many 
future unreformed Ages ſhall (as well 
as have {ome pals'c times) undoubted- 
ly bear, even to the removal of the 
Golden Candleſtick from among them. 
That thus a Prieſt is inabled to do,is 
clear from the Form of Abſolution, ap- 
pointed in the Zzturgic of our Church 
to be uſed in the iſitation of the Sick , 


, wherein as the Authority of the 


Church in that point, as allo of the 
Prieſt, are plainly aſſerted, fo is it mat- 
ter of wonder, that ſo many Legal 
Proteſtants have ſuch a flender re- 
ipect for an jmportant and neceſſary 
duty, it is not to be believed that ei- 
ther that Power of the Prieſt that form 
of abſolution, and the Duty of Confeſſion 
are reſerved to be huddled up in lo 
troubleſome an hour, and all the time 
of health paſt over without any 1u- 


quiry 
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quiry into our fccounts: the Church 
injoyns it to be uſed then, but doth 
not forbid the ule of it at other times, 
My Advice to you 1s, That if you de. 
fire the recovery of your own Peace 
of Conſcience,. you put this Duty in 
practiſe more — and lee that 
your Ghoſtly Father do his Duty in 
this and no other Form of Abſolution, 
(I mean any of his own making) leaſt 
by ſome errour he may ſeem to do 
more then his power will permit him, 
or not do as much as the Church hath 
enjoyned. 


OBJECTL 
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OBJECTION X, 


270u will ſay, perhaps) What ſettlement 

- ' of Conſcience by aSacerdotal Abſolu- 
tion? ſeeing the Prieſt can but ſee 
with the eyes of a Man, and hath no 
Knowledge of my heart ; which 'is '/o 
Deceittul, that 7t is « very great aif- 
fieulty.,for any man to find it out though 
it lodge in his own breaſt ; and if he 
had knowledge thereof, yet is the Act 
but Miniſterial, ot Dilpotical, azd 
who knowes whether God will confirm 
Zt Or 30. 


SOLUTION, 


T5. He Prieſt /eeth but as man 
ſeeth, but he may ſee what 
you {ce not, and judge better of what 
he ſees, then every common perſon, 
ſeeing the lips of the Prieſt do preſerve 
knowledge. It therefore he have un- 
derſtanding to diſcern and judge a- 
right of what he ſees, (as you muſt 
{uppoſe he hath,elſe = will (at leaſt) 
condemn your ſelf of an unreaſonable 
choyce) it is your + 'ſineſs, to lay 
| your. 
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our Soul before him, and to acquaint 
Fm throughly, and truly, with your 
Condition : it you fail in this, (and 
conſequently the 4 be done under 
an error) the blame hereof will light 
on none but your ſelf, And as tor 
the knowledg of your wayes, there is 
no doubt but it St. Pas/'s Rnle be 
true, though nothing elie without us 
but God doth, yet the Spirit of a man 
aoth know the things of a man, 1 Cor. 2. 
11.-and the heart may be Emptied to 
the very bottom, by ſuch Rules as a 
judicious prudent and pious Corfefor 
ſhall preſcribe, 
* But 1a the later part of your Ob- 
jection, I am forry to hear any que- 
ſtion made of Gods Corfirmation of that 
due and neceſſary A# of Abſolution 
made in His Name, and by vertue of a 
Commiſſionderived from him. Any 
thing of this nature amongſt men, 
would ſound too infamous, eſpecially 
if fix'c upon ſuch Perſons who have 
the Power and Honour of G#ving Com- 
miſſions to other men. To queſtion 
Gods faithfulnels, is a ſin of Infidelity, 
and he that hath promiſed under the 
Second Covenant, he will remember our 
Sins 
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Sins and [niquities no more, Heb. 8. 12. 
i, e. of ſuch as embrace the Goſpel 
preach'd unto them. 

14. Toconclude my Anſwer fully 
to theſe 7wo laſt Objections, I ſuppoſe, 
that becauſe we have no viſible bloody 
Sacrifice, nor a Moſt-holy (on Earth) 
into which the Hizh- Prieſt may enter 
with 6b/o2d for his own and our Gins, It 
is therefore a matter of difficulty in 
your Judgment to be aſcertained of 
the way ot obtaining Pardon. for Sin- 
ners under the Goſpel , the means of 
doing it being {o ſecret and inviſible, 
and the Threatnings (in cale it be not 
done) ſo open and terrible. 

The Apoſtle tells us plainly, That 
Feſm Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, and to 
day, and for ever, Heb. 13.8. which 
imports not only the /mmutability of 
Gods accepting as the merito- 
rious cauſe of Remiſſion of Sins, but 
alſo the unchangeableneſs of that Me- 
thod, whereby this Kingdom of Chriſt 
under the Goſpel is adminiſtred. For 
this later, which moſt concerns your 
cale, the Apoſtle tells yqu, 7 hat Chrift 
ever liveth to make interceſſion for us, 
Heb. 7. 25. this being the moſt conſi- 

© derable 
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derable part of his Office in the ad- 
miniſtration of his mediatory King- 
dome. This Zzterceſſion tor us, 7. e. the 
Church in general, and each one in 
particular, being his own imedate 
Att in Heaven, (and prefigured unto 
us by the High-Prieſts going into the 
Moſt-holy, once only 1n every year, 
Heb. 9.8.) doth conſiſt of two bran- 
Cches , becauſe it ſuppoſeth that we 
have need of two things, Juſtification 
and Sanitification, therefore doth our 


' High-Prieſt intercede with his Father 


for two thihgs, for 1. Pardon of Sip, 
for 2. Grace of Obedience, or holy li- 
ving; and theſe not termitted, but 
contizned Acts of Interceſſion for #s,to 
the end of our lives, and for all unto 
the end of the world. _ 

And this 4# of Chriſt's Tnterceſſian 
for pardon is two-fold , Firſt a Le 
tive at} of Interceſſion, | (Or rather the 
beginning of an, A continued to higher 
degrees) whereby Chriſt doth intercede 
with God for us, that the Zegal forfer- 
zure of qur lives by (in, may not be ta- 


L 


ken immediately after the; Fact , A 


alſo that Grace of: Repewtance may 


given: us: 'Of this nature'l conceive 
that 
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that Znterceſſional Prayer of our Sa- 
viour, Zak.2 3.34. Father forgive them, 
they know not what they do. Where 
though the giving to ſuch men Re- 
pentance,be not expreſt, yet is it 
(quſtionleſs) implyed, becauſe with- 
out Repentance they cannot be par- 
doned. 

The ſecond branch of this A is a 
ſubſequent mediatory aff of Prayer, or 
[Plex] with God (for ſo much the 
word Advocate will bear, (if any mar 
ſin, we have an Advocate,cc.) on the 
behalf of the ſinner repenting; where- 
by Pardon is remred thr him, upon 
Gods Foreſight that his Contrition and 
Repentance wall be ſincerely continu- 
ed, by the yertue and efficacy of the 
grace of perſeverance, which is inter- 
ceded for by Chrift, and obtained,up- 
on the Penitents ſig the former mea- 
ſure of fiſting grace ; and this, as a 
bleffing upon, and a reward of his 
ſincere endeavours of obedience. 

This later branch of Chriſt's 7nter- 
ceſſien for pardon, is' that, whereby 
Chriſt the Mediator doth receive into* 
his proteRtion, the humiliating aiFs of 
a penitent Soul, perfuming the muy 
an 
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and Prayers of ſuch a one, with c/ona; 
of his own moſt precious /ncexſe; and 
together with his ow», offering them 
to Almighty God, as the fruits of his 
former Mediation, and an earnc{t of 
that enlargement of his Charch,x\ hich, 
as it is the travail of his Soul, Tai, 53. 
I1. which he delights to lee, fo will 
it be the joy of the holy Angels in the 
preſence of Goa, 

16, Upon this Zzterceſſion of Chriſt, 
depends our pardon of Sin, and reno- 
vation by Grace: from herce it is, 
that all but poſtates, and ſuch as 


ceaſe not to do deſpight to the Spirit of 


God , by a continued preſlumptuous 
and malitious courſe of Sinning, re- 
ceive a benefit apportionate to their 
ſeveral Stations and Degrees, And that 
you have no reaſon to think your ſelf 
rejeited, into the fatal portion of them, 
(being indeed the purchale of the fin- 


ner himſelf, thus cruel to his own 


Soul) who have no advaritages, (nay 
not the greateſt of all) by this /zter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt : your Eyes fill'd with 


. your Tears, and your Ears .deafned 


with your own Sighs, your Hands fo 


buſie 1n diſtributing Alms, your Fee h 
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of E/a's Miſling the Bleſſing, 


ſo active in viſiting the Sick,and your 
Knees made callous like the Primitive 
Saints) with frequent Prayires, are a 
ſufficient witnels to your telt, and to 


all the world beſide. 
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OBJECT. XIII, 


But you Reply. Did not Elan ſeek the 
Bleſſing with Tears, and yet miſs'd 


of it, 
SOLUTION. 


17. TLIUT I preſume you think St. 

Paul hath put this Objection 
into your mouth ; but if you pleaſe 
to ſurvey the place in ZZebr, 12. 16,17. 
you ſhall find that this doth not reach 
you, unleſs you have at any time ſold 
the Bleſſing tor a meſs of pottage, 1. E. 
renounc't your intereſt in the Land of 
Promile, (the pretious Promiles of the 
Goſpel, for the enjoyment of that 
Plenty, Honour, Peace,8c. the Pomps 
and V anities of this wicked World ; 1 lay 
renounc't your part and intereſt in the 
Merits and Mediation of Chriſt, and 
| F that 


Of Z/ar's Mifling the Bleſſing. 


that not madirefly and remotely (as all 
who are guilty of wilful Sins in ſome 
meaſure do) but orally ſcanda/ouſly and 
treacherouſly ; which (1 prelume) you 
will not torge, and charge upon your 
ſelf, though your fancy hath a Lo 
Shop, and many 7 ools to work with, 
Seeing then, that by vertue of that 
preventional aft of interceſſion, ( lately 
mentioned) you have not been cut 
off in your ſins; but have your life 
given unto you for aprey , and withal, 
Grace for Repentance unto life, which 
like good Phyſick, by reaſon of a maſ 
of crude humors in the Stomach) doth 
thus work ſomewhat violently in 
your Soul ; why ſhould you doubt 
that other ſubſequent A of Chriſt's 
Znterceſſion,whereby your pardon will 
be obtained > hath God pleaſure in the 
aeath f him that dyeth ? doth: not he 
{wear he hath not ? Zzek. 33.11. and 
hath the Divine Majeſty (lo far loſt 
his credit with you, as not to be be- 
lieved upon his Oath > Can he which 
is Zove it ſelf , not only ſcorn, but 
hate the Proſtrations ofa Sinner ? that 
Sinner, whole eyes would be content 
to pour out Rivers of bloud _ 
rene 
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I F rhe Throne of Grace, to obtain a Re- 
e conciliation with the offended Ma- 
dE jeſty of Hzave ?. even that Reconci- 
u BB liation which Himlelf prayes from us 
r i 7, by the Anbafiadors of his Holy 
ce | Golpel, as St. Paw hath told us, 2 Cor, 
5.20. O do not thus ſtruggle to de- 
t BY prive your elf of your intereſt, and 
y 8 ſhare in thoſe merciful imbraces, 
t & which haſten to »cet,and not fly from 
eb Fepenting Sinners ! | 


h wn Fs 


| OBJECT. XIV. 


nl But yet ſtill, me thinketh, my Sins are 
t ſuch, as God cannot in Juſtice paſs by; 
5 his Promiſes are-too pretious to belong 
| to me ; more temperate Sinners, and 
ſuch who have not ſo violenced the 
Law of God, and provok't his Long- 
| ſuffering, may ( doubtleſſ) have the 
| benefit of them : but as for me, why 
ſhould not my Tot be with them, who, 
but for ten times provoking were for 
ever ſecluded the Zand of Promiſe, 
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SOLUTION. 


x18. Our Charity is very com- 
mendable , that can: make 
you believe ſo much for others, and 
{o little for your ſelf : but you ſhould 
do wellto remember, that the rr: 
butes of the Divine Majeſty may not be 
limited by us ; not that I think any 
one lo tooliſh, as to attempt 1t im re- 
ſpect of their xature, which is impol. 
{ible ; but in reſpect of their effects, 
which to do is ſintul, they are inhinite 
in their own nature, and mult be fo 
in our eſteem : tofay God cannot for- 
give your fins, is af{in againſt his pow- 
er and- juſtice, to fay he will not 
{where he hath promiſed) is a fin a- 
gainſt-his truth” and:goodne(s, His 
goodnets hath made him promiſe 
that he will do it; and that he 
might make this promiſe good, he 
hath provided a full /arisfattion to his 
j»ſ#e; and all this as much before us, 
as without us, and this limited as fully 
and as largely to you, asto any other 
Chriſtian in the world, 
This you cannot but ſee 1n that 
moſt 


The //raelites that provoked God A 


"" Ten times in the Wilderneſs, 
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moſt comfortable and full affirmation 
of the Apoſtle. Heb.2g. When hetells 
you plainly, that it was the delign of 
God's Grace , 7hat Chriſt ſhould taſte 
death for every man : and God ſo loved 
the World ((aith St. Fohn, chap. 3.16.) 
That he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life. 

As for that Example ot God's wrath 
upon the Provokers, (which you think 
doth {o zeerly concern you, becaulc 
you have ſinned willtully more than 
tentimes, ) you muſt give me leave 
to tell you, that you are very unfor- 
tunate in your application of Scrip- 
ture, this Example not reaching home 
to your caſe, indeed over-reaching it 
more than Forathar's third arrow did 
the Lad that fetcht the other two, 
1 Sam.20, For the Caution given by 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, in that 
place, 1s, that they take care of fallmg 
away from the Golpel, upon tempta- 
tions or perſecutions , and ſo after 
the example of many already fallen 
trom the faith of Chriſt, ſhould become 
Apoſtates, whereby they might be 
ſure that the Promiles of the Goſpel 
F 3 ſhould 
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ſhould be no matter of advantage to 
them, becauſe: they ſhoud' be as cer- 
tain, zever to enter into Gods reſt; 
as were thoſe Provokers in the Wil- 
derneſs, who for tempting God fo of- 
ten,' were finally by God's Oarh exclu: 
ded from all hopes of entring into 
the Land of Caxaar, their Carkeſſes 
falling in the Wilderneſs as the 770- 
phees of God's vengeance upon them, 
tor their infidelity of his power, and 
goodneſs, and promile. ' | 

:» This {Idoubt not) doth clearly ap- 
pear unto you , (unleſs you have en- 
gagednever to repudiate your pregnant 
Fancy, how | ar ſoever her on- 
ceptions are) to be of no concernment 
to” your cale:' who'carry in your 
breaſt ſo many witneſſes of your belicf 
of the Goſpel, ' eſpecially the threat- 
ning part of it, that (as your poſture 
1sfor the preeat) to fear your Apoſta- 
cy fromthe faith of Gin were an 


apprehenſion #09 remote from all excu- 
ſesallowable even to perſons of your 


OBJE- 
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OBJECTION, 


Zet who knows but 7 may fall away? 7 
am not yet perſwaded that 7 ſhall be 
ſaved, 


SOLUTION. 


19. f ligne my Prayer to God 
for you 1s, That you may 

not be ſo perſwaded zetally , and finally , 
yet ifany oneſhould be fo, it doth nor 
therefore follow, that ſuch a one is 
fallen from the faith ofthe Goſpel : for 
the beliet of this is ſo far from being 
a disbeliet of the Golpel of Chriſt, 
that it 15 not ſo much a arrect disbelief 
ofany part of the Word of God, be- 
cauſe God hath no where declared 
by ſpecial affirmation, that ſuch a man 
ſhall be ſaved. But be it that you 
were per[waded that you ſhould be 
ſaved, neither of theſe two things 
would follow thereupon, either fir/f, 
therefore I ſhall infallibly be ſaved, or 
2. I am aſſured that T ſhall never be an 
Fpoſtate, becauſe I thus believe ; for 
What Text of Scripture doth affirm 
F 4 this 


—— 
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this propoſition, viz, he that is firmly 
per{waded that he ſhall be ſaved, ſhall 
ever become an Apoſtate ? or this, 
he that believeth he ſhall be ſaved, 
ſhall z»fallibly be faved ? "Y 

In a word, had you an Aſuraxce of 
your ſalvation abſolutely, and nncon- 
ationately given unto you, by all the 
Divines in the World, yet was this 
but an humane aſſurance, and could 
amount to no more, but a teſtimony 
from men, the ſtability whereot 
would be as demonſtrable as their 
own mortality, being the evidence of 
this Propoſition [ you ſhall infallibly 
be ſaved] is taken from the ///7ll of 
Gods purpoſe concerning that man, to 
which ſecret ll, of the Divine Ma- 
Jeſtie, matters that-concern Goas pre- 
ſcience do belong ; though indeed the 
conditional aſſurance of any mans fal- 
vation, doth relate to his revealed 
Hill. | 


OBJECT) 


* The Witneſs of the Spirit.&'c 
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OBJECTION XV. 


But doth not St. Paul tell s Rom. 8. 16, 
" That the Spirit it ſelf beareth wit- 
neſs with our Spirit that we are 
the Children of God ? Z7wazt both 
- theſe teſtimonies of my Adoption, that 
of the Spirit of adoption, and that of 
mine own Spirit witneſſing that 7 am 
a Child of God : ſurely bur my con- 
dition ts not ſuch as it ought to be, and 
as L deſire it ſhould be, 


SORUTION. 


20, T Hat this Epiſtle of St. Paul 

(and eſpecially the 7th, 8th, 
and gth Chapters) hath in it ſome 
things that are hard to be underſtood, 
thoſe Z/an, and Facob-like conteſts in 
the Bowels of the Church about the 
meaning thereof, do ſufficiently wit- 
neſs : Ipray God that we. may all of 
us, in the heat and animoſity of our 


diſputes, have an eye to that example 


of admonition St. Peter menrions of 
thoſe in his times, who being «»lears- 
gdand imſtable, did wreſt thoſe and other 
| Scriptures 
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Scriptures to their own deſtruction, 2 Pet, 


3. 16, 
But 7 am perſwaded better things of 


. you, and ſuch as accompany ſalvation, 


And therefore to give you a full and 
tender account of your Objection, I 
conceive it conſiſts of 3. branches, 
I. You ſuppoſe that every Child of 
God hath teſtimony that he is fuch. 
2. Thar the Scripture aſſerts the zeſt: 
2:9ny to be twofold, one the teſtimony 
0: the Spirit of adoption ; the other, 
the teſtimony of his own Spirit: And 
3. that you wart both theſe, and 
theretore haſti/y conclude that you 
are not the Child of God. To thelc 
I ſhall anſwer directly thus; 

1, I do affirm with your ſuppoſi- 
tion, that every Child of God hath 
teſtimony, or witneſſe, that he is ſuch. 
E ſhall give you bur one place for all, 
1 Joh. 3.9. Hhoſoever is born of God 
doth not commit ſin, t,e, he is ſuch a one 
as keeps a ſincere Eye upon himſelf in 
reſpect of all, eſpecielly of deliberate 
ins. 

2. .[n the Second, I amlikewile of 
your judgment, that this teſtizzony is 
the 7e/timony of the Spirit of adoption, 
. and 
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and of his own Spirit , but whether 
it be neceſſary that a Child of God 
have both theſe teſtimonies, giving the 
like full and joyzt evidence tor his Son- 
ſhip, and theretore till ſuch fall and 
Joynt-evidence be givento him, he ye- 
ally is not (and therefore ought not to 
repute himſelt) a Child of God, is 
more then matter of doubt with you, 
having (it ſeems) indifſolvably eſpou- 
ſed the negative part. But I doubt 
you do not rightly apprehend what 
the Apoſtle doth mean by [. the /e!/- 
ſame, or the Spirit it ſelf bearing wit- 
neſs] with our Spirit, to me he leems 
to mean one, or rather all of theſe 3. 
things, either 1. The Witneſs of 
Scripture (which is the zeſt;mony of 
the Spirit of God) that ſuch as believe 
in Chriſt Jeſus, i.e. receive him astheir 
Prieft, Prophet and King, are infalli- 
bly adopted into Gods Paternal Rela- 
tion to Chriſt Feſus,the adoption by Grace, 
as truly intereſfſing thole believers in 
Gods Paternity, as doth the Divine 
Nature Chriſt himſelf, according to 
that of St. John, Chap. 1.12. fs many 
as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the Sons of God, even to them 
| that 
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\ tbat believe on his aameWand this teſti- 
* mony have all the Sons of God}, or all 
true Believers, Secondly, it may 
ſignifie the @comomy of the Golpel in 
oppoſition to that of the Jewes,whole 
ſtate or. condition, was that'of Servi- 
tude ; as ours under the Golpel is a 
ſtate of Freedom : they Servants, we 
Sons: they full of the Spiric of bon- 
dage,engendered from S$zzat,we filled 
with the Spirit of adoption, flowing 
from $/0z, Gal.4.25. a ſufficient evi- 
dence whereof is the divers Methods 
that God hath made ule of,in deliver- 
ing the Sem, or Rules of cither di- 
{penſation unto both People. A Third 
lence may be this;the os may in- 
tend by the 7eſtimony of the Spirit in 
Gods Children, that Zzclination and 
duft of Obedience which Gods Chil- 
dren do, (though not all of them in 
the /ame meaſure) feel in their hearts, 
{weetning theirnatures,and bringing 
them gently to a compliableneſs with 
the Precepts of the Goſpel, and a put- 
ing theirNecks moſt willingly zzto the 
Toke of Chriit, his Commandments be- 
ng n0 whit grievous to them, 1 Joh. 5. 7. 
like as the yokes are very trouble- 
forme 
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ſome to Beaſts not accuſtomed there- 
to; (as the Prophet {peaks of the Fews, 
Jer.31.18. 7 was chaſtiſed as a Bullock 
wnaccuſtomed to the yoke; ) but to tuch 
whole necks have been uled to draw 
in them, yokes are no way dreadtul, 
or troubleſome. [In the firſt of theſe 
lenſes, the word Sprrit mult be taken 
perſonally, tor the Third Perlon in the 
ever Bleſſed and Glorious 7 rt: In 
the ſecond it muſt be taken zropically, 
the word not ſignitying in the natu- 
ral and proper lenle thereof, but yet 
not without example, Rom.8.2. 2 Cor, 
3.6. Gal.4.29. Inthe third lenfe it 
muſt ſignifie metonymicatly, the effect 
of the Spirit being called by the name 
of him that works that bleſſed efte& 
in the Souls of Gods Children. 

In the firſt and ſecond of thele Sen- 
les, the 7 eitimony of the Spirit is com- 
municated to all true Chriſtians, but 
in the third I know lyes the roms 
of your Exception: but becauſeT ſhalh 
have occaſion to ſpeak ſomewhat at- 
terward dire&ly to this Point, be 
pleaſed for the preſent to remember, 
that Thave told you, that this inclina- 
tion- to” obedience, the dub of the 

Goſpel 


'iFhe Cale of the 


Goſpel is not alike efficacious upon 
all the Children of God, this Spirit 
being not given in the ſame mealure 
to all the Sonsof God. | 

As to the rhird Branch of your 
Objection, (rather but one part of it) 
viz. the want of the 7eftimony of your 
own Spirit, that might witneſs (toge- 
ther with the other) that you are the 
Child of God, to give full ſatisfaction 
therein, we ak inquire 1nto 1. the 
meaning of the word ['Spirit] in this 
place. 2. What the 7 eſtimony there- 
of is. And of 3. what Authority in 
a buſineſs of this Importance the 7e- 
ſtimony of a mans own Spirit is. 

For the firſt , The word[" Spirit ] 
in this place muſt ſignify (I conceive) 
one of theſe two tnings : either firſt, 
{ome noble and ſublime Eflence, pre- 
{ding in a Chriſtian, either as a d-- 
ſtint ſubſiſtance from that, which is 
one of the eſſential wn 6 princi- 
plesot every man , orelſeas the Celeftt- 
al ard more Seraphical part of the Soul, 
informing, ordering, and governing the 
Rational faculties in all Spiritual and 
Divine things. And in this ſenſe it 
muſt be conceived to have ſome Re- 
ſemblatice” 
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ſemblance with the othce ofthe Zma-' 
ginative faculty ; which being ſeated 
betwixt the outward lenſes and the 
Hnderſtanding, conveyes the Species of 
all ſenſivle objects to the /ntellettual 
faculty, being it ſelf of a middle na- 
ture, betwixt rat/onal and ſexſivle. To 
one of theſe /ex/es (I judge ) thoſe 
Divines Teferre their opinions, who 
aſſert man to conſiſt of 1. Spirit, 2. 
Soul, and 3. Bodte : unleſs by { Soul } 
in this tripartite diviſion, they under- 
ſtand an Eſſence capable of no other 
offices in Man, but the performance 
of ſenſitive and vegitative operations. 
Or 2ly the word [ Spirit } in this place 
may ſignify (and me thinks not at all 
incongruoully ) tome excellent gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt, izfuſed from above 
in our Baptiſme, into the Souls of 
Chriſtians,whereby they are not only 
made capable of receiving divine Reve- 
lations, and things above Reaſon, but 
likewiſe ned cod encouraged in 
the performance of all thoſe things 
which God requires at their hands, to 
render them capable of obtaining the 
further ineſtimable degrees of his 
Love and Favour to Mankinde. And 
there- 
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therefore 217. the 7eſtimony of any 
mans Spirit, is that Evidence which it 
gives concerning the whole Serzes of 
his converſation, in reterence to thoſe 
principles of Faith and Obedience 
which God hath given him, in his ze- 
vealed Hill, as the Grounds and Rules 
of his Practice. The third Authentick- 
neſs of which 7 eſtimony doth maniteſt 
it felt to every man, partly by the 
known truth of the things atteſted, 
which are not concealed from him, 
but repreſented as the things of him- 
ſelf, and partly from that power which 
God hath over it, not only in rectify- 
ing any Errors thereof, but likewiſe 
in ſhewing himſelf merciful toward 
us, in ſuch things, wherein ſuch a 
Teſtimony 1s not for, but again#t us, 
This Zeftimony you (fay you) want, 
becauſe you tind not any Hitneſs in 
your ſelf that you are a Child of 


God. 


I conceive it is not impoſlible for 
your Spirit to give this 7 eftimony, 
though you have deafned your Ear to 
it, and take it for ſome deception of 
fleſh and blood, or a deluſion of Satan, 
uſing all the Devices he can, to inſnare 


you | 
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you in carnal ſecurity : but whether 
it be thus or no, I ſhall adviſe you to 
endeavour to elicite and call up this 
Teſtimony by that which is the 7ef# 
of it: Do you continue in any wilful 
tourſe of deliberate ſin? What know you 
by your ſelf ? Are you ſtill guilty of any 
of thoſe ſins which tn the judement of the 
Apoitle render a man uncapable of any 
inheritunce with the Children of God? 
If you are, then look not tor this 
Teitimony till you have repented, and 
amend<d your lite , nor tex neither 
ſor it orefench; until ſuch time as you 
have good ex7erience of your R2(olu- 
tions, how they have held out in the 
time of Tryal and Temptation, and 
that the greateſt and ſhirpeſt that in 
all likelyhood may happen unto you, 
But if you are not thus guilty, (as for 
my part I belicve you are nat) of any 
mortal (1n reigning in your body ; go 
to the Rule with this Argument in 
your mouth : The FHo!y Spirit of God 
laith, ZYhoſoever is born of God doth 
not ſin [ wilfully and deliberately] 
Joh. 3.9. But upon a ſtrict ſurvey of 
my elf, I find that I do not commir 
any ſuch fin, Therefore I am form of 
God; G Unon 


—— 


— — 


32 


Of the Teſtimony of the Spirit. 


Upon the Truth of the x2/dale Pro. 

ſition depends the validity of this 
Zeitimony of your Spirit ; tor the ma- 
jor is intallible, and the Concluſion 1s 
undoubtedly true, _=_ ſuppolition 
that there be no ſuch ſin, either of 
omiſſion or commiſſion, in your con- 
verſation, which may exclude you 
from your Sonſhip: But yet for as 
much as the Apoſtle doth tell us, that 
though he knew nothing by hin;ſelf", yet 
ws he not thereby juſtified ; we ought 
in.reaſon to lay no more weight of 
this diſquiſition and ſearch of our 
ſelves,than it will bear : for our Azon- 
ledge being imperfect, this ſearch and 
enquiry 1nto our Own wayes cannot 
be abſolutely perfe&: and conlc- 
quently we ſubject to errorstherein: 
yet is it moſt certain, that if we do it 
in fincerity of heart, without partia- 
lity to our ſelves, not only, not al. 
lowingin our practice any the ſmalleſt 
tn, but by deeds of Mortification, 
earneſtly and faithfully endeavour- 
ing to ſubvert the power of it ;_ we 
have the Faith of the Divine Majeity 
to rely on,in theTenour of the Golpel, 
not exacting «vſmming obedience un- 
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der pains of eternal death, from thoſe 
who ſhall be reputed, and rewirded as 
the Children of God. 


— 


OBJECTION XV. 


But if 7 were a Child of God, 7 cannot 
but in reaſon expett a more compli- 
able temper with the Laws of Chriſt, 
than 7 find in my ſelf : even to thoſe 
things, from which 7 attually do ab- 
ftain, 7 perceive in my ſelf moit 
violent, and ſtrong inclinations ; ſo 
that 7 have no comfort from the Vi- 
&ory over my Laſts ; ſuch murmur- 
ings and regrets 7 have in my ſelf, 
for not letting looſe the Reigns of my 
corrupt Nature. | 


— 


SOLUTION. 


2I, Y Anſwer to this Objecti- 
on will likewiſediſcharge 

your expectation of. what I promiſed 
more fully to ſpeak, in reference to 
that (ſuppoſed) exception you would 
have againſt your ſelf, from thethird 
fence I ſuggeſted unto you, ay 
2 the 
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the Apoſtle might intend, by the 7e- 
{timony of the Spirit, 1n that ot the Roe- 


m:ns lately mentioned, 


It is not to be denyed by any the 
Greatest Saint upon Earth, but that 
he feels in himlelf the Conteſts of try 
cuntrary Principles, £leſh and Spirit, 
the old and zew mar; and evident I 
preſume it 1s, that trom hence ariles 
very much ot their trouble who have 
render and good Natures, but weak 
and difordered Judgments, For fri, 
many of thole Chriſtians do conclude, 
that all, even the firit motions to lin, 


which they teel in themſelves, how 


ſuddenly, and impetnouſly loever rejet- 
ed by their Spirits, do yet leave lome 
dangerous gwilt {ticking upon their 
Conlciences. And ſecondly, that the 
{tate of a Chriſtian lyable to fuch - 
tions againſt the Law of Gcd, ſpring- 
ing from corrupt yNature in him, 1s 
wholly deplorable and forlorn ; theſe 
being moſt ſure marks of his unre- 
GCeneracy. 

Concerning the fr of theſe; though 
there be many very Judicious and 
Pious D#ivizes, that are of a contrary 
Judgment, acknowledging no more 


- 


| 1 


as 


" 


——_—_ ——__ co —_— ' CIR _ a. *_  —_ ut a” -  =M.!y? — 


The Fleſh and the Sprrit. 


No — — — — 


in theſe motions to fin, than an 7fel:- 
city accompanying theNature of the 
holyeſt men in this life , aftording in- 
deed matter of humility to all the 

al Children of God, but not aiperſing 


them ,with any guilt: yet 1t your 


” | Judgment run along with thole of 
| the other per/rraſion, Tihall not Endea- 
5 F vour toalter your opinion, it being 
_ long ſiffee imbibed (1 believe) and 
= therefore not only difticultly chan- 
i, ged, but almoſt ipLſrble to beclicar- 
c, ly eradicated out of your mind, and 
s. conſequently, may be a means not of 
h lefſening, but enlarging your Trou- 
= bles : yer would I defire you torerain 
VE your own Per{waſion, with this grain 
* of Salt, viz, That thoſe Motions are 
* but ſins of /zfirmzity and Yenial, which 
" have pardon of courle under the "e 
I jpel to all the Children of God; 
s not being poſſible that they can tve 
q in the Fleſh, without ſuch Actions to 
£ fin, unleſs you will ſuppoſe them ca- 
pable of living in a ſtate of Zmpeccabi- 
l lity, a not-ſinnable condition in this 
| World, for that ſuch Aotions muſt 
/ in reaſon be {uppoled tobe in all per- 
: {ons Lapſible (a5 was Adam and all his 
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Sons.) being that indel:berate ſins, as 
well as ſins of. a ſlower fermentation 1n 
mens Souls, mult be preceded by tuch 
Motions of their Appetifes, as natura!- 
ly and as zeceſſarily, as the colliſion of 
Flints muſt be betore the ex/ion of 
fire.. 
* - As for the ſecond, ſuch Motions as 
thefe how vile and irregular ſoever 
they are,(Blaſphemies having the lame 
mint with Fornication, Adulteries, Mur- 
aers, as our Saviour telleth us, Matth, 
15. 19.) yet-being (as we have faid) 
immediately, and with /ndignation Te- 
jected by us, are no marks of an un- 
regenerate Man, but rather the con- 
trary: For do not we Chriſtians en- 
gage 1n a warfaring life againſt” the 
Fleſh, the Forld, and the Devil? Is 
not the Holy 2247, he that leads a Vir- 
tuous andReligious lite,a Conguero ur? 
And is there a Corquerouy where there 
15 no Zzemy? Have we weapons, {piri- 
tual ones, put'tnto our hands, to beat 
the Airwithal? Are not theſe Moti- 
ons the enmity of the Fleſh, which we 
are engaged to oppole and deſtroy; 
that Zwaler,with which we muſt have 
war for ever? I mean whilſt we live 
6 
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in this World. And muſt it pals for 
a Charatter of 7 reaſon or Comardiee , 
(and aot rather a note of Zxfelicity) to 
be daily ſurrounded with multirudes 
of theſe Philiſtims , which yet (like 
David) a valiant Chriſtian deſtroyes 
by Ter thouſands at a time ? It this be 
that Sh:bboleth, and 7e#t of diſcerning 
and diſtinguiſhing the good from the 
bad, Heaven will be filled with none 
but Angels, and thole innocent Crea- 
tures, whole good hap it was to dye 
whilſt their 1gnorance of Good and 
Evil (like the Children of the /Vire- 
vites) might give them undeniable 
pretenſions to the Crown of Glory. 
Should you therefore condemn 
your ſelf, for that ſuch Duels and Bat- 
tels 2s theſe are daily fought 1n your 
Breaſt, for that Plots and Conſprractes 
againſt the Kingly Government of 
your Appetites, are daily detected and 
prevented, the Plotters and Conſpira- 
tors ſubdued, chaſtiſed, and kept un- 


der by an high hand , ſhould you, I 


{zy, condemn your ſelf for this, you 
would in that ſentence condemn the 
Generation of Gods Children, the main 
ditterence betwixt ſpiritual and carnal 

G 4 Men 
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Men and Women lying in thi-, (not 

that one ſort feels no conteſt with 
Notions to lin, 'the other have Souls 

daily clouded and peſtred with ſuch 
Zocuſts) Gal. 5.16. but one of them, 
viz. ſpiritual Men doconquer and fub- 
due, but carnal Men and Women do 
vield to, and are vanquiſh'd by thele 
Luſts. | | 

' Honour and Commendation are 
not only ae to Fortitude, but do fo- 
ment" and cheriſh that Virtue : take 
you heed therefore that that be not 
appliable to you, which the valiant 
and wile Genera! of King Davia's Ar- 
my foretold him upon his /owre enter- 
tainment of his Souldiers, after their 
Victory over ſolom (the Kings Dar- 
lins as much as Znemy,) 2 Sam.19:7. 
You ought to encourage your ſelf in 
God, and bleſs and praiſe him by 
whole Grace it 1s that you are thus 
witortons, and that for the praiſe of 
his Glory, as the Apoſtle doth more 
than 9zce intimate in Zph. 1. 12,14. * 
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OBJECT. XVI. 


But how then is my Nature changed, 


where « that new Creature, created 
after Godin Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs > //hat Renoyation by the 
Spirit, if /xch Motions to Sin as theſe, 
croud in upon the Soul of a regenerate 
Chriſtian? 7 cannot but be perſwaded 
it was much otherwiſe with the 4pg- 
ftle, and i ſo ſtill with Holy men, 
though not with me, 


SOLUTION. 


22, EF He Znatomy of every,or any 
| ſingle Chrittian's Soul, with 
the true ſtate and poſture of his Mind 
you cannot certainly know, unlels the 
perſon may be preſumed, not only to 
{peak truchy but throughly to under- 
ſtand his own condition in this point, 
even as St. Paul did. But certain e- 
nough it is, that Holy men extraor- 
dinarily inſpired by God, have grie- 
vouſly complained of the guilt ot Sin, 
and of their exceeding great troubles 
for it, even to diſtra&tion, P/al. 88.15. 
£1 neither 
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neither of which could poſſibly hap- 
pen unto them, (the later being the 
truit and effe& of the former) with 
theſe precedaneous motions to ſin. 


Beſides, let the Thoughts, Words, ' 


and Deeds of the holieſt perſoh which 
you would inſtance in, be ſired to the 
bottom, and ſome brazx will be found 
in them, ſome chaff will be winnowed 
out of the heap of his converlation ; 
eyen ſince that time, that he hath had 
ſome comfortable aſſurance of his 
good Eſtate: but all this 1s not only 
tryable by experience, but by Rules 
and Grounds of Divinity , which 
have proportion with the -Lralogy of 
Faith. 

23. The New Creature, or the Re- 
generate man who doth ſincerely en- 
deavour to perfett Holineſs in the fear 
of God, doth not pals into this eltate, 
by any Phyſical! and Natural, but by a 
Spiritual and Moral change ; the prin- 
ciples of Motion and Operation in 
him, continuing not only the ſame, 
but ſtill liable to the ſame._Errors in 
working as before ; otherwiſe (as we 
have already faid) his ſtate muſt bea 
ſtate of Zmpeccability, which was ne- 


ver . 
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ver 4n gur Earthly Tabernacle but 
once, when'Chriſt Feſus took our Na- 
ture upon him : 1nwhom,though the 
humane Nature was /apſivle, becauſe 
otherwiſe he had not been made in all 
things like unto us, Sin onely excepted, 
Heb. 2.17. (which /apſebility 15 not,) 
yet by reaſon of the hypoſtatical union 
of the Humane and Divine Nature 
in his Perſon, he could not only 
not fall, but feel no Motion to the 
leaſt ſin, meither was Guile foundin his 
mouth. 

So then, by reaſon the faculties in 
the Soul remain the ſame, after, as 
before Converſion, (as that man doth 
will Virtue with the ſame 7ndividual 
will, wherewith before he 'did will 
Vice: he doth /ove God with the 
lame natural power of affetting , 
wherewith helien he loved the 
World.) It muſt follow, That the 
Soul and her Appetites, as well coz- 
cupiſcible as iraſtible being ſtill Phy- 
ſically the ſame, the change is only 
in thele 3. things eſpecially, the 
I. cauſe, 2, manner, and 3. end Fl their 
operation. © The Moral caule, (it Imay 
jo term it) by the efficiency ay” 
tne 
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the Will and her Appetites are in a 

Regenerate man moved to acz, upon 

the propotal of any object , 15 that 

Tintture of Grace, wv hich 1s caſt into 

the Soul by the Bleſſed Spirit of God : 

which 1s a kind of Prizc/pium mots 

quietis in Moral, as Vatare 15 in things 

Natural, mingling it ſelf into every 

faculty of the Soul, apprehending in 

the Zztelleftual, willing or nilling 1n 

the Zle#ive power, governing and 

guiding the Aﬀections 1n all their 

Operations, both of averlation and 

deſire, b2ing ſo perfectly aſimilated 

tothe nature of the Soul, that (as 1s 

the Soul in which it dwells) Grace is 
better apprehended by her operation 
in Regenerate men, than defined in 
its eſſence: ſomething there 1s that 

moves them to Act, not only {o cox- 
trary to others,but even to themlelves 

whilſt unregenerate, Rom. 6.21. (as 
the contrary effe&ts of Glory and Shame 
in the ſame Per/oxs, lowing from the 

ſame Acts, though under a difterent 
ſtate doth evidence) but to define 
what this 1s, whether a ſubſtance or 
a quality, whether an A, or any /- 
fhant form, may (poſſibly) appear a 
| difficulty 


in Regenerate Perſons. 
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difficulty ſo much the greater, by 
how much the more lolidly it 1s en- 
quired 1nto. 

As for the manner of a Regenerate 
man's working by Grace, it 1s regular, 
according to that order which God 
himſelf hath fixt in our Nature, Aea- 
ſer being the Judge of all our Actions, 
uncorrupted by any prepoſleſſion, 
paſſion, or intereſt, wv hich are the 
cauſes of all diſorderly Actions of the 
Soul, invading by torce or Stratagem, 
the more xob/e and rational faculties, 
whereby -Unregenerate men are car- 
Tied (vertiginouſly) about with divers 
Luſts, as well as with every wind of 
Dottrine, Eph. 4. 14. which 1s a luſt 
in the Underſtanding,and ſo the more 
dangerous, as are Diſeaſes that fix 
themſelves in the vita/ parts, and: in 
carcular motion, we know that each 
part of the Orbe hath a viciſſituge of 
Sup:riority : but in the Soul of man 
Reaſon ought-tobe fixt in the higheſt 
ſeat, the deepeſt Myſteries of Faith no 
way depoſing this Queex Regent from 
her Dignity, but only exacting from 
her that Homage and Fealty which '5 
due to Divine Revelations, and the 
Alſiſtances 
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Alſiſtences of the Spirit ating herein 
ſpiritual and heavenly things. 

And laſtly, tor the change that is 
wrought in the exd of a Regenerate 
man's Actions, that which he now 
ultimately and chiefly aims at, 1s the 
manifeſtation of God's Glory : and 
the /#bordrnate erid of all his Endea- 
vours,. is his own, and the ſalvation 
of other mens Souls: but with men 
of unchang'd Natures, as /Vature 1n 
a ſtate of-Corruption is the Principle 
from which they work, and their 
Manner wholy ezormous, to 1s their 
end ever their /elf, even in that wor- 
ſer ſence, wherein an obedience, and 
captivity to all, or ſome kinds of car- 
_= Luſts,' for fatisfaction of the un- 
Teaſonable and brutiſh part in them is, 
ſignified, in oppoſition to that mannal 
of Goſpel-Duties, (as I mayccall it) 
abridged into that moſt comprehen- 
ſive orion of Self-denyal. 

. Briefly then, if you will but ob- 
ſerve the Principal efficzent of your 
moral Attions, the manner and exd of 
doing them, Itruſt you will be able 
tq ſee ſo great a contrariety betwixt 
thoſe of the Unregenerate, and Re- 
generate , 


. 


ny Ofperfet and Unſinning Obedience. 


generate life, that you will without 
any juſt caule of doubt as freely afſert 
the ſpiritual Lite you lead, from the 
vigour and exergy of that ew ature 
in you , as you do the Natural life you 
live, by the power of the Old Wature, 
ina Phyſical lence. 


OBJECTION XVII 


But me thinketh |" ſay ygu] 7 may and 
ought to be a much better Chriſtian 
than I am. 


SOLUTION, 


24 O Moral duty (like Mathe- 

matical proportions) doth con- 
ſiſt in an i»diviſible point, That which 
we judge to be the worſt may yet be 
worſer, and that which we take to 
be the beſt may yet be better, if done 
by any Creature not impeccable. 
Eſchue Evil, and do Good, is the Rule 
of holy living, Pſal. 34. 13. which he 
that ſincerely doth, needeth not be 
ſernpulous and critically inquiſitive |. 
into every ſingle Action of his Life, 
| though 
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Of perfect and 


though he may not be remiſs and ſy- 
pine 1n doing any the moſt 1nconfi- 
derable, whilſt it i in doing. 


25. There is .no Divize, that will 
aſſert the neceſſity of perte& and un- 
ſinning obedience under the Golpel : 
his own experience without the Au- 
thority of Saint John, will contute 
fuch Magiſterial! T heologie, ere it run 
froma pen, held by a hand of fleſhand 
blood. All humane Actions muſt 
needs carry a proportion to the na- 
ture of the Zeext by which they are 
eftected: in all Moral Actions, the 
intermediate Agent betwixt the Spirit 
of ſanitification, and the material part 
of the Action is the Soul of Man, 1n 
which, and by which, as by a natural 
and voluntary Inſtrument, the Blefed 
Spirit doth work : ſo that all oral 
productions muſt needs receive lome 
impreſſions from the next, and imme- 
diate cauſe of their being: an Artt- 
ficer never fo skilful, yet the defects 
and ineptitude of the Inſtrument by 
which he works, may ſomewhat a- 
bate of the excellency of the work, 
unleſs he can ſuppoſe the Soul of Man 

in 
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in all her faculties to be not only re- 
ear , but merrable ;- that tranſpier- 
cing Eye will find ſome flaw in the 
moſt. orient Moral Aion, which a 
ſtate of Separation and Bliſs might 
have rendred that Action free from, 
our very Prayers-and Praiſes are (un- 
doubtedly) not ſo perfett in this, as 
inthe other life : And this is'one rea- 


ſon, why till the. day of- Judgment - 


Chriſt doth not deliver up the King- 
dome to the Father ; his Melcheſidekian 


Prieſthood continuing in (my opi-: 


nion) till - that time, both- for -the 
Quick and Dead, that they may have 
their Perfet# Conſummation and bliſs 
ineverlaſting glory : this the Church 
prayes for, and -for what the Body 
prayes, .the Head doth undoubtedly 
intercede, ; 


B OBIECTION 


Of the Meaſure of Well-doing, 


OBJECTION XVII. 


But me thinketh (ſay you) 7 may do more 
good than 7 ao. 


SOLUTION. 


26, Oncerning the Meaſure of 
| Well-doing,, if it were in 
Moral. poſitive Precepts of God's re- 
vealed Will , there needs nothing 
more be laid, but that of our Saviour, 
Theſe .qught to be done, Matth. 23.23, 
But becauſe ſuch Doubts or Scruples, 
thataffict your mind, are moſt likely 
tqarile from thoſe duties, which are 
preſcribeg only in groſs, but the Quo- 
tip Or 'meafure left to our own pru- 
dence to determine;,as Faſting,Prayer, 
Alms, &c. I ſhall onely 1nfiſt upon 
theſe, there being no tolerable doubt 
or {cruple to be made concerning the 
other;which oblige ad ſemper, at all 
times, and in their tull meaſure. 

But you muſt take” notice, that it 
is not poſſible that particular Rules 
_ and DireRtions can be given to all 
Chriſtians, concerning theſe Duties, 
where- 


' In Faſting, Prayer,and Alms,&c. 


whereby all objeQtions may be pre- 
yented : ſomewhat may be laid in ge- 
n:ral, which may ſerve ſo far to di- 
rec you, and all good Chriſtians,con- 
cerning thele duties, that by obſer- 
ving them you may be lefr ſecure: 
trom all damnable omiſſions of any of 
theſe duties, and from any dangerous 
errors 1n performing them. - Faſting 
is 2 duty when enjoyned by publick 
lawful Authority, and for Chriſtian 
ends, and to be performed in a chari- 
fable manner, is an indiſpenſible duty 
upon all, ſave ſuch, with whom that 
Authority doth a&zally diſpenſe, or 
may auly be ſuppoſed to be_diſpenſible 
by ſuch an Authority. But for pri- 
vate Faſts, how frequently they are 
to be oblerved by every one, cannot. 
be defined without ſome regard had 
to our conſtitution of Body,” our call- 
ing, the uſual Contingencies of ne- 
ceflary affairs,8&c. which may hinder 
the performance, or make it impert1- 
nent to our end. Publick Fafts are 
leſs lyable to errors in the perfor- 
mance, than private are: one Realon' 
amongſt others is, becauſe the ma- 
nagement of every one for that time, 
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is for the greateſt part left under pub- 
l'ck circumſtances of 7 ime, Perſons, 
Place, &c. which render the Duty 
more free from error and ſcruple in 
the Performance. Private Faſts ate 
{ſeldom free from private taults and 
inconveniencies. Now becaule the 
circumſtances of Complexion, Age, 
Sex, Contingencies,&c.. are ſo varia- 
ble , my Judgment is, that few Chri- 
ſtians oblige themſelves by Vow, (but 
under a pecuniary mulct to the poor 
they may) to the obſervation of week- 
ly, voluntary Faſts, making thoſe the 
choiceſt opportunities, when the 

are moſt fit for thoſe duties. The be 


' conjuncture is Prayer, Faſting, and 


Alms together, (or in thole who have 
no corporal Alms, (ome ſpiritual Largeſſ 
to the Souls of others, which all may 
give) theſe ſet a price upon the Ser- 
vice of God, and keep our Religion 
from being cheap and refuſe, and ſuch 
as coſts ws nothing, but the expence of 
a little time and breath. - - 

But by this I defire not to be thought 
to diſcharge the weekly dayes of a; I 
ence appointed by the Church, or to 
commute for them, by the ——— 
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of aday of your own, for Tlook upon 
the Authority of the Church you were 
urs ar in, as «xcaxcell'd in point of 
obliging you, and all others, who call 
your ſelves the Sons and Dawghters of 
the Church of England, 

Theſe Cautions I ſhall recommend 
unto you, and others, in reference to 
the matter in hand. 1. The duties of 
our honeſt and neceſſary calling , 
(wherein men do undoubtedly ſerve 
God, when orderly and Chriſtianly 
performed) may, though not wholly 
tuperſede, either out of our family. 
or private practice,any of theſe duties, 
yet moderate us in the practice of 
them. So much time ſpent in Prayer, 
cannot in reaſon be expected, from 
one that ſubſiſts by his honeſt Calhng, 
as from him that lives of a olenrifal 
Revenue. 2, Diverſions and Recrea- 
tions ought not to govern us 1N re- 
ſpect of theſe duties : but if they be 
uch as require much of our tithe to 
the exerciſe of them (which believe 
is not agreeable to Chriſtian Princi- 
ples) the ſeaſons muſt not be robb'd 
away trom theſe duties, but from 
ſ»mething elſe, wherein we have a 
H 3 power 
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power to diſpenſe. Ido not believe 
that an Hunting Match, a City-Viſir, 
or a Pack of Cards,&c. ought to ex- 
change and alter the fitteſt, and uſual 
times and hours for prayer, (though 
neceſſary ' employments , deeds of. 
Mercy and Charity may) much lels 
abbreviate, or wholly diſpenſe with 
the duty, 3. If it happen that there 
be an opportunity of doing lome du- 
ty of Picty, (as publick Prayer or Ser- 
mon,8&c.)1n that place where you are 
enjoyn'd to be an Auditor and Mem- 
ber of the Congregation on the Zord's 
Day, (or in any other place where you 
are, incaſe there be no Schiſmz in the 
National Church ) you may not abſent 
your ſelt'ozly tor ſuch Diverſions and 
Recreations ; the reaſon is, not onely 
for that a guilt of omiſſion, and allo 
a {candal will follow from thence,but 
you may loſe an opportunity of doing, 
or receiving ſome good at that time, 
which you may not have tendred to 
you again. To laviſhaway ones time 
IS 2 very great. imprudence (beſides a 
{1n) in any Chriſtian, but to loſe /ea- 
ſons and opportunities is'a very great 


piece of guilt, as well as folly, 4. In, 


caſe 
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caſe you have bound your ſelf to any 


of theſe, in reſpect of the meaſure ang 
frequency, either by Vow,or promite, 
or firm Reſolution (eſpecially if by 
way of Revenge for former faults, 
2 Cor. 7.11.) by all means, beas pun- 
&ual as you may in the obſervation 
thereof: aſſuring your ſelf, that as 
you ſhall meet with the more and 
greater oppoſitions after ſuch Vow 
Promiſe or Reſolution, ſo you will 
find much more trouble upon the not 
performance of the duty fo vowed, 
or re{ylved on ; becauſe the duty 
' thereby becomes 1n its circumſtances 
to the hic and zuxc of it, of the nature 
of Gods unchangeable Precepts, and 
the fin of unfaithfulneſs is added to 
the omiſſion of that duty by you, 
5. You need not {cruple the Conaition 


or perſwaſion of the Perſon to whom 7. 


you give in beſtowing of your ms , 
if you perceive the Receiver thereof 
be ſuch , as by honeſt endeavours can- 
not provide for himſelf, and his Fami- 
y in a way proportionable to the 
ignity of mans Nature, you have 2 
good aim to hit che mark of Chari- 
ty; if nothing be probably ſuggeſted 
H 4 to 
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to the contrary, you may lately tup- 


- poſe any. one that askerh, capable of 


your charitable Beneyolence. 6. In 
g1ving ever have regard to that-your 
Eye informs you, the -poor Wretch 
ſtands moſt in need of, and which 
others are not 1o likely, or ſo well able 
to ſupply, as your elf. I need not 
mention to you any caution againſt 
vain glory, the forfeitare of your Re- 
ward. in Heaven, upon our Saviour's 
own caution againſt it, will be . your 
daily. Remembrance thereof. 57. To 
conſtant Prayers and other holy Du- 


ties in your Family, though there be ' 


no Poſitive command in Scripture for 
it, I believe you hold your {elf obli- 
ged. - Yet would I not have you ſo 
wedded to any form, as not being able 
to.pleaſe your {elf therein, you ſhould 


wholly diſcharge the Duty it ſelf, 


that. which beſt opens your Wants as 
a Chriſtian, and cometh home to the 
concernments of your own Family, is 
the moſt proper, and in all likelyhood 
may beſt. ſuit with the temper and 
perſwaſion of every Perlon 1n- your 
Houſe, which.in this Age we live ig 
may not be ſo unanimous, as you La 
EC. | IC, 
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. fre. 8. In the performance of any 
' of thele (as of all other Dutzes) labour 
to ſhew your ſelf of an alacrious Spirit, 
For being they are Free-will-Offer- 
ings, (at leaſt many Acts of them may 
be ſo) it is true in all the reſt, which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of oze of them, God 
loveth a chearful giver, 2 Cor. 9g. 7. 
9. Ihall 'conclude with this caution, 
(which Idefire you to make ute of as a 
Cord:al, and not as a Conſerve to make 
other things g/ib and palatable in (wal- 
lowing) remember that there 1s great 
difterence betwixt the certain puniſh- 
ment annex t to the breach of Law, 
' and a lefler degree of Glory in the 

life to come, he- that ſoverh vlenciful- 
ly, ſhall reap plentifully, 2 Cor. 9. 6, 7- 
though where there 15 no lowing at 
all, no Harveſt (in Juſtice) can be ex- 
pected, yet where there 1s this ſpiri- 
tual ſowing, the crop ſhall be anſwerable 
to what is ſown. Though it ſhould 
be every mans deſign, to aim at the 
higheſt degree of Glory, and yet be- 
lieve that he deſerves not the leaſt : 
yet I would have ſuch as are of your 
fſadtemper to' confider, that there 1s 


no danger incurred, by being only: 


64 capable 
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capable of receiving a lefs reward 
than other men. 
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OBJECT. XIX. 


But 7 think my ſelf bound in Conſcience 
to do the moſt and bet 7 may, and 


therefore 7 condemn my ſelf of ſin,a« 


oft as 7 fail of doing that which # 
beſt. 


SOLUTION. 


27. Y Our condition may be ſuch, 
as that you may be utterl 
uncapable of doing that which is be. 
' and conſequently you ought not in 
reaſon to think your ſelf bound to all 
that is - A ſingle life .is beft, in 
compariſon: of Wedlock, (iuppoſin 
the Perſon qualified for Ccolibate q 
yet if you are entred into the ſtate of 
Marriage, (though you found your 
ſelf capable of living without Luſt or 
burning) yet you muſt now content 
your ſelf with that ſtate of life, and 


therein abide with God, 1 Cor. 7.24.d0- 


ing the Dutics agreeable, and proper:- 
to 


| 
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to that kind of life. But you mean 
(perhaps) of ſuch things as are yetin 
your choice, asto Pray in Canonical 
hours, as do the Regalars or Rehgious 
of the Roman Perſwaſion, or to give 
ſo much Alms, as may quadrupliate the 
proportion you have. hitherto given, 
being able f todo. Iconfeſs I do not 
take 1t to be a fault, but a piece of He- 
roical Charity, if any one doth by this 
means, ſo leſſen himſelf, in reſpect of 
his former quality, that the Place and 
Dignity he o_—_ enjoyed as his 
Civil Right, (provided he be no pub- 
lick Magiſtrate, which (perhaps) may 
alter the Caſe) the Port and Zquipage 
of his living is thereby hows. and 
made 7izg/orious in the eyes of worldly 
men. But as I take this to be no 
fault, but much otherwiſe , ſoI muſt 
take leave to ſcruple your ſcruple you 
raiſe from your private belief in this 
point, viz. that you are obliged thus 
to do, becauſe your Conſcience tells 
you,you are capable of doing it. Your 
Argument ſtands thus ; Such an He- 
roical piece of Religion 7 am capable of 
erforming, > New 2: my Conſcience tels 


me 1 am bound to perform it, 
Two 


_—_—— 
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Z7wothings muſt here be enquired 
into. 1. #hether my capacity of doin 
that which 7 am not apparently a—_ 
ed to av, be a ſufficient ground to infer my 
obligation thereto? In cale this be not 
ſo, /Vhether 2. my belief that it i ſ0, 
hath a power of obliging me thereto? as 
in matters of /naifferency. 


That the fr ff Propoſition cannot be | 


held for an univerſal Affirmative,may 
be clear to any one, from theſe two 
Inſtances: 4. There be divers per- 
{ons in the World, that are capable of 
performing the Miniſterial Funition, 
in point of Parts and Moral Behaviour, 
which yet never did conceive them- 
ſelves, nor any body elle believe, that 
they were 7na;penſibly bound, by this 
aptitude of theirs to enter into Fly 
Orders. T muſt confeſs, that in the 
firſt Plantation of the Goſpel], or in 
an intolerable ſcarcity of Miniſters, 
the caſe may (poſſibly) be otherwiſe, 
eſpecially it ſuch perſons perceive in 
themſelves an #nuſual acquiſition, and 
mprovement of their abilities, under 
common means, and a greater w10- 
lence and ſtirring of Spirit 1n them to- 
ward that Profeſſion, (eſpecially if 
| under 
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Holy and Virtuous Actions. 


under perlecution, or very ſlender en- 
couragements to embrace it) toge- 
ther with the remarkable deſires of 
others,that they would engage there- 
in, (the Concurrence of which are Ve- 
ry near to an extraordinary Calling.) 
But generally I conceive the caſe to 
be as 1s afore determined. Again, 
ſecondly, 'tis clear from 1 Cor. 7. That 


'a ſingle Lite is better, in many re- 


ſpeds, than Marriage : now if a Vir- 
in living in her Fathers houſe, ſhould 
find in her felt zo neceſſity to marry, 
but rather ſtrong, inclinations ( and 
for the beſt reaſon of all , that fbe 
might ſerve the Lord without diſtrattion 
by worldly buſineſs) to continue a 
Virgin, {uppoſing ſhe were actually ob- 
liged {o to do, upon finding in her 
ſelf this capacity of living unmarried, 
I deſire to know, whether her Father 
(if he ſees it neceſſary for himſelf,eſtate 
or Family that ſhe ſhould marry) ma 
compell by his Fatherly Authority, ſuc 
2 one to accept of a fit Husband, ten- 
dered to her by her Father > on the 
one ſide here 15 the Command of a 
Father ; on the other (on that ſuppo-.. 
ſition) the Command of God , this to 
g __ abſtain, 
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Of the Meaſure of Holy 


A ———— 


abſtain, that to marry ; into what a 
fad perplexity will ſuch a one be caſt, 
if that ſuppolition were true ? 

But I deſire him that holds the firſt 
opinion [that his capacity of doing that 
which he is not apparently commanded to 
ao, is a ſufficient ground to infer his obli- 
gation thereto] to conſider this reaſon 
to the contrary : the capacity of do- 
ing any thing, whether precedaxeors, 


concomitant or ſubſequent tothe com- 


mand, is no more than a Qualification, 
or obediential power and paſſivity .in the 


objec, by which the-Law becomes 


ſu#itable to the Creature, to whom it 
is given, and without which the 
Command can neither be reaſozable, 
for j«# : it being as dilagreeable to 
original juſtice, that a Law or Com- 
mand be given to any Creature Sype- 
7:0ur to his abilities of keeping it ; as 
it-is contrary to ordinate juitice to pu- 
niſh that Creature, for the not per- 
formance of a Command lo given. Not 
the Obligency therefore, but the equity, 
or reaſonableneſs of the Law, is found- 
ed in the Capacrty of the Creature to 
obey it (that being indeed founded in 
the Soveraignty of the ments” * +: 
OtneT- 


and Virtuous Aftions. 


en 


otherwiſe there would be tranſgrel- 


ſion, where there is no Law, con- 
trary to the laying of St. Paul, Rom, 
I5. 
- The main doubt behind is, Z#/he- 
ther a belief grounded upon ſuch an apti- 
tude, doth oblige that perſon in whom it - * 
is, to the performance of ſuch things, for 
which there is no particular Precept gi- 
ven him by God ? and lo may be under- 
ſtood to be of the ſame nature with 
that, which Dzivines call a Perſonal 
Precept, as was that of our Saviour to- 
the young man, requiring him toſel! 
all, and give to the Poor, Zuke 18.22. 
2 Precept which Divines have hither-. 
to held to: be of the nature of thoſe. 
Conſtitutions in the Civil Zaw, called 
Conſtitutiones perſonales, Inſt, lib.1. Tit. 
2. N. 6, none of which tranſgreditar 
per{onam, goes further than the perſon 
to which it is given, and therefore 
become not Precedents or Examples 
for others, though they have Zegis 
pore, the force of Law, in reſpe&t 
of them to whom they are given. 
Therefore I anſwer, That a Per- 
ſon that.thus believes, is bo#zd by his 


erroncous Conſcience , or Judgment 


ro 
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to the thing which he conceives him- 
ſelf thus capable of doing, but yet 
not irrever{1bly board, as- that man 


that receives a perſonal Precept from: 


the Law-giver is, fill the' Law-giver 


| himſelf be pleaſed to reverte it.. - He. 


then that is thus bound by the error of 
his Judgment, in the firſt *of thole 
things controverted betwixt us, 'un-' 
der this ObjeTtion, is freed from. all: 
Obligation to performance,” as ſoon 
as his Judgment (or Conlcience) is 
rectified ; which is done as ſoon as 
he 1s periwaded of the truth of. this 


Propoſition, viz, 7hat the capacity of. 


doing what. is beſt, doth not render the 
Perſon capable obliged to do what is beſt. 
Wherein (I think) the reaſon: fore-. 
going will give ſatisfaction to any wn- 
prejudicate Peron. 


OBJECTL 


| 


 S$, Matth.19.12. An Advice,&c. 
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OBJECTION XX. 


But doth not our Saviour diſtharge the 
force of your reaſon in Matth. 19.12, 
He that 1s able to receive it, let him 
receive It; But 7 am able to 
receive it, — therefore 7 am bound to 
recetve tt, 


SOLUTION, 


26, Ou muſt prove, that our Sa- 

vV1our exjoyns that as a Pre- 
cept, and not propoſeth it as his -4d- 
vice or Counſel; otherwile it cannot 
be thought to contain in it the force 
of a Command , and conſequently 
hath not in it the Obligatory of a Law, 
but the perſwaſory ys one ofan Ad- 
VICE. 

Now that thoſe words do not con- 
tain the force of a Precept in them, 
will (I believe) be evident, if you 
conſider the paſſage to which bo 
are immediately related, and that is 
the ſaying of the Dzſciples, werſ. 10. 
concluding Marriage to be (in point 
of Prudence) much worle than a ſingle 

I life, 


"I Matth.19.12. An Advice,&c. 


lite, in caſe there ought to be no di- 
vorce of Man and Wite, ſave tor Adul- 
tery only. /t # not (ſay they) good to 
marry,tf the caſe be thus ; which clear- 
ly implies thus much, that 1t is beſt 
in point of Prudexce, (this being in 
every mans choice) not to marry ; to 
which our Saviour's Anſwer isto this 
purpoſe, That they are in the right, 
if it were alike with all men in rc- 
{pet of abſtaining from Marriage ; 
bur being it is not ſo, they that can- 
not contain ought to marry ; but if a 
Man can contain, their Judgment is 
good, and 1s confirmed with our Sa- 
viour's own Reſolution therein, it is 
beſt tor him not to marry. I believe 
Saint Paul will give full ſatisfaction 
to this ſcruple, 1f you read his 7th 
Chapter, 1 Cor, 


OBJECT. 


In 


A man 15 bound in Prudence, It5 


OBJECT. XXI. 


But is ndt every Chriſtiaw bound in 


Conſcience to uſe the things that 

God gives him, to the beſt advantage 

) of his Maſter ? »vELE 
SOLUTION. 


; 27, 1 E 1s bound 1o to do in point - 
: 4 of prud-xce, but not by any 
exprels Zaw given by God. Now the 


Obligation which predexce layes upon 
any man, 1s not 1n reſþec& of ſuch 

things as are Good or Evil; for therc- * 

; -1n 15 no {iberty of Eleftion, that which 

| 1s Evil being by no means elizible : 


but only concerning ſuch things as 
may be well or better done, either way 
of doing them chooſable withour 
guilt, becauſe there intervenes no 
Law, which may determine my will, 
but Iam left to govern my lelf by pru- 
dential reaſons only, which amount to 
no more,but the modification of my Act 
of chooſing, whereby it is reſolved to 
be more or leſs prudent, not to be /aw- 
141 or unlawful, | 


, 


I 2 Now 


—, 


Not by any expreſs Law,&Cc. 


— 


Now if I chooſe that which is /eaf 
tomy own advantage, I do no more 
then what may be done, where the * 
eleftion of my will is not premetermin- 
ed : and if that be /eaſt for the profit of 
my Maſter, yet be having given me 
no other Command, than to ule thoſe 
things well which he hath given me, 
I have obeyed his Commands who 
enjoyned me to do ſo much. 

It a Merchant ſhould deliver a large 
ſtock of Goods or Money to his Factor, 
and ſhould ſay unto him, Imploy this 
to 1 y beſt advantage, in all inſtances 
and at every opportunity your pru- 
dence (hall x Dag ay be fit of this _ 
the Factor is preobliged, and muſt do 
only what is beſt, elſe he breaks the 
Command of his Maſter. But if his 
Maſter ſay thus unto him, Imploy this 
Stock to mly advartage, and your re- 
ward for {o doing ſhall be proportion- 
able to the advantages I receive by 
your Endeayours: 1n this caſe the 
Factor 1s not obliged by his Maſters 
Command, to do any more than im- 
ploy his Maſter's Goods to his profit ; 
which if he do, be it »zuch or /ittle, he 
obeys the Command of his Maſter,but 

Prudenee 
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Of not doing every thing, &c. 
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I17 


Prudence binds him to do the beſt he 


. can, for the advancing and impro- 


ving his Maſters Goods, becauſe his 
own Reward will carry its proportion 
to that ſucceſs, whether it be tor the 
better or no, the caſe correſponds to 
the latter part of this illuſtration, 


OBJECTION XXII 


But how can this ſtand with mine, ( and 
the obligation f all Chriſtians ) to love 
the Zord, with all my Soul, with 
all my Mind, and with all my 
Strength, 


SOLUTION, 


28, T Do not conceive this Para- 

mount Law inevitably infrin- 
ged, by not doing every thing that we 
have ability of doing, but are not 
thereto exprelly required by Precept. 
Indeed it binds the whole man to all 
Duties , exacted from him by God's 
revealed Fill, and to ſubmit to, or not 
withdraw my obedience therefrom, 
for any Competitor whatever, that may 
I 3 pretend 


— 
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Ot not doing every thing, 


pretend claim to my ſubjeftion , be- 
caule tor that time, and in that thing, 
(if I were never {o good a Chriſtian) 
my Diſobedience of God's Law,would 
unqueſtionably condemn me of not 
loving Him, with all my mind, with all 
my Soul, and with a my ſtrength ; 
the demonlitration of which Love 
( as our Saviour himſelf reſolves) is 
the keeping: of Gods Commanadem?nts, 
Jo. 14. 15. it you mark it, the keep- 
ing his Commandements is the Zeſt 
of every man's /ove, 1o that he that 
doth that, that oblerves what ever 
doth appear to be God's Commande- 
ment, 15 {aid truly to /ove God, and 
that wzth all his Heart, So that con- 
{cquently there is left unto men a La- 
titude of expreſſing their Zove to 
God, in tome Acts of Feroical Virtue, 
proportionable to the free-will offer- 
i725 amonglit the Fewer,, whereby 
God may have occaſion given him, of 
remureratins luch men according to 
his Bourty , like as the Duties per- 
formed agreeable to his Law, are re- 
wardable by his Fuſtice. You may take 
this Refolutionot your ſcruple in this 
tormal way of reaſoning. The Lovg 

rat 
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[That we have ability to do, 
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ples 1s the Love of Him with all their 
Heart, witlr all their Mind, &c. But 
ſuch a Love as this is expreſt by keep- 
ing his Commandement. Ergo, The 
keeping of Gods Commandements is 
{ſuch a Love as God requires from his 
Children. 

We may add hereto, That when a 
man doth ſincerely propoſe the glory 
of God, as the ſcope and center of all 
his ions, every ſingle 4 of his 
Life, whether Civ or Religious,may 
be interpreted as a /izetending there- 
to, drawn from the Circle of his firſ? 
Relolution,and cannot be truly ſaid to 
be a breach of Duty, for that it tends 
a to perfection than doth every. 0- 
ther Action of his Life , gradual Dif. 
ferences in Moral Actions, (as good, 
better, and beit) making no eſſential 
difference in the Subjects in which 
they are: whereas the objects of Re- 
ward and Puniſhment, muſt be oppo- 
ſed by contrariety, as are Virtue and 
Vice, which diverſity of Degrees in 
the ſame ſubject are not, as well in 
moral, as in natural Things. 

I 4 50 


chat Chriſt requires from his Diſci- 
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So- that without forfeiting your 
Reaſon you may believe, that you do 
not love the Divine Majeſty with all 
your heart, with all your mind, and with 
all your ſtrength, becaule you do rot 
every thing, which ſome Zminent 
Chriſtians have done before you, as 
giving all to the Poor, &c, ſuch high 
Attemprs require /ong ſitting down,and 
confdering with your felt, e're you 
engage in them, leaſt not only that 
happen unto you, which hbetel the 
man in the Goſpel, who beginning a 
Building too great for his Purle, Zake 
14. 30. and deſiſting, was derided 
therefore by his Enemies, but a much 
worſe thing, I mean the /rremoveable 
anxiety of future life , with all the 
wexations ſcruples that Satan, or a 
_ fancy may caſt upon your 

oul, 


OBJECT, 
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A— 


; Ot Doing Holy Actions in Charity. 120 


—_ 


OBJECTION XXII, 


But 1 need not conteſt ſo hotly about the 
meaſure of holy and virtuous Actions, 
The Apoſtle tells me , that without 
Charity all * nothing worth : 7 can- 


not deny, but that 7 ao heartily endea-g 


wVour to do all the good that 7 may, to 
any one who ſtands in need thereof, 
but T have no aſſurance that 7 do it in 
Charity, and /o all my Hy, Wood, 
and Stubble may periſh, when it comes 
to the Telt, 


SOLUTION. 


29. T T is no ſmall difficulty to define 

what that Charity is,which you 

or ys want. 76% accuſe not your 

ſelf of the neglett of any good Duty, that 
concerns the Bodies or Souls of men, an 

that as your Brethren and Partners with 


y0u in the common benefit of Redemption. - 


Zou ſincerely endeavonr to prattiſe for- 
bearance, are patient and not revengefut 
of Injuries , kind, tender and compaſſio+ 
nate; as [enſible and zealous w other 
mens good as of your own , far from en- 


V)ing ; 


— 


— 


Of the Want of Charity 


vying ; well-pleaſed at other mens happt- 
nefſes ; hating all fooliſh elation of mind; 
as alſo all pride and inſolence, in over- 
waluing your ſelf, and deſpiſing others; you 
keep your ſelf from uſing others unſeemly; 
either in //oras or Geſture , inclinable to 
take care of others Good and Safety, and 
ot only of your own ; you fall not upon any 
provocation, into violent and immoaerate 
i of Anger ; keep acconnt of all 
the Good that hath been done by any, but 
zone of the Ewil , you rejoyce not at the 
Errors and Sins of other men.but are paſ- 
fronately grieved for them, and contrari- 
ly made glad, by the good and holy conver- 
ſation of your fell w Chriſtians; inclinable 
to conceal all the Fuil that you know of 
another. ſo far as ts for his Good, «and not 
contrary to the greater Good of others ; 
you believe without prejudice all the Good 
you hear of others, or have Ground in 
Charity to believe of them ; 7 ou hope that 
y0u believe not, and never [0 far deſpair 
of their Repentance, as to give over uſing 
all probable means which may reclaim your 
wanaring Brethren; enduring much pain, 
trouble and loſs, without Regret, for the 
recovering of ſuch as are indangered by 
any unchriſtian praftices, Now ores 
Tins 
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c—— 


————. 


this is that Charity the Apoſtle ſo mag- 
nifies, you have not only the evidence 
of the thing it lelf, but the credit of 
a moſt Zearned, Pious, and Fudicious 
Paraphraſt on that Chapter, whoſe 
very wordsI have tran{cribed (at leaſt 
the tull importance of them tor your 
latisfaction in this (cruple : preſuming 
that the authority of ſo Reverend a 
Perſon, will fix your Judgment be- 
yond the Afaults of any ordinary 
7 emptations. 

I cannot therefore be ſo ancharitahle 
to you as tojoyn With you in a Verdict 
againſt your ſelf, for want of Charity. 
I doubt not, but you have 1n your 
Heart this Hater ſpringing up to eternal 
life. though like Hagar almoſt dead 
by thirft, you want an ngel to ſhew 
you this Foxntain, Gen. 21. When 
{uch fumes as theſe darken your Soul, 
do not ſeek for /ight from ſparks of your 
own kindling ; but trom the Sur of Righ-, 
teoulnefs, that Light that lig hteth every 
one that cometh into the World, Joh. 1. 


In a word therefore,you muft know, 
that when the Apoſtle thus magnifies 
Charity, it is the ſame thing as to com- 
PT1ZzE 


wal 


Of making ones ſelf 


prize and exalt the whole auty of Man 
toward our Neighbour, in that one 
word ; and to prefer that before the 
gvifts of edificaticon, whether Tongues, 
Healing, Miracles,8c. the excellency 
and reputation whereof, or of = 
Heroical Action, as giving ones Gooas 
to the Poor, or ones Boay to ſuffer Mar- 
tyrdome, is not comparable to that pra- 
&ical Virtue, in the full /atitude there- 
of, - And this cannot but be evident 
unto you, if you conſider the compari- 
ſon the Apoſtle makes betwixt Chari- 
ty and ſuch Gifts, in the 12,8 13 Chap. 


— —_ 


OBJECT. XXIV. 


But in all my Attions 7 endeavony to 
Skrien my ſelf from the wrath of 
God, and to prevent ”J uſtice wpor 
my perſon for Sin already committed, 
perfettly indeed abhorring it as the 
cauſe of all my Troubles, but not truly 
enamoured of Yirtue (3ve thinks) be. 
cauſe it yields me no ſuch Harveſt of 
Content and Felicity as the Heathens 
themſelves could boaſt of. 


SOLU- 


| CD———— 


the End of our Actions, 


SOLUTION. 


0. Hat your /e/f ſhould be your 
: = as == God, _ 
contrary to Piety ,. but your ſelf muſt 
be put in a 7 rr and ſubordinate 

lace, and God in the firſt and chiefeſt : 
brad God being the chiefeſt good, 
and our Salvation ſubordinate to his 
Glory, as he is in this the prime mover . 
of our Wills, (both objefively, and 
efficiently) ſo conſequently mult he be 
the «/timate end of our Actions. 

But in this caſe we muſt diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt what God #, and what 
we apprehend him to be: a Sinner is 
not preſently brought to lay aſide the 
fear of God: s$ Tevengeful hand, and 
to embrace,and depend upon him,for 
the mercy that is oftered to him. Oy- 
dinarily (I conceive) God doth mani- 
feſt his Love, Goodneſs and Mercy to 
' penitent Sinners, gradually, and with 
proportion to future experience, of 
the truth and fincerity of their Re- 
pentance. I mean ſuch a maniteſta- 
. tion of hynſelf, in theſe ftributes of 
compla» 


Of the Spirit of Bondage; 


comblacency and benignity to Mankind , 
which one may term the cverſhadow- 
ing of the Spirit of Love upon the 
Soul , enlightning, refreſhing , and 
comforting her, againſt the terrors 
of the Divine Juſtice due to Sin with- 
out a Propitiation by Chrilt, 

Let me therefore adviſe you, to 
wait with patience till the day break, 
and the ſhadows flee away, Cant. 1. 17. 
till this Sun of Righteonſneſs ariſe upon 
your Soul with healing in his wings, 
Mal. 4. 2. and to endeavour to be 
perſwaded (as of other mens, ſo) of 
your own filiation, and that you may 
the better believe it,to bleſs God mott 
frequently for the ineſtimable gitt 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, by whom a- 
lone a Reconciliation was wrought 
betwixt God and Mankind, by the 
Faith whereof holy Men and Women 
took for the inheritance of Sons and 
Daughters, and do not ſtand in fear 
of ſtripes as Vaſſals and Bond-ſlaves : 
being emancipated from the Spirit 
of Bondage, through the freedom 
they have by the Spirit of Adoption, 
whereby they cry 4bbs Father, Rom. . 
8. 15, 


and Adoption 


$. 15. meditating upon the greatneſs, 
and excellency of that love,the ever- 
bleffed and glorious 7 rinity hath ex- 
preſt unto our Souls, engraven be- 
fore our eyes 1n eternal Charatters of 
Blood, even the Blood of the only Sox 
of God largely deſcribed by all four 
Evangeliſts in their Hiſtories of the 
Goſpel , though ſundry, yea innu- 
merable other paſſages of our Sa- 
viour's life are omitted S. Fo. 21. (yea 
even the Birth of Chriſ# by two of 
them) intimating unto us, not only 
the certain truth of his Paſſion (which 
had been unqueſtionable if but re- 
corded by oze of them) and the great 
concernment of it to all Mankind, as 
well in the example as neceſſity 
thereof, but likewiſe recommending 
by that variety of deſcribing the /a## 
7 ragical Act of his Bleſſed Life, the 
frequent peruſal of it in all times, and 
kinds of Trial, and Temptations. 
What therefore you want of feli- 
city (at preſent) and content in your 
. New life, do not deſpair of, but ex- 
pet, aſſuring your ſelf, that you 
ſhall one day know, and feel, that zhe 
Kingdom 
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Kingdome of God ts Righteouſneſs, Peace, 
and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, Roni. 14, 
17. God alone knowes how much 
of Heaven tis beſt to give you in this 
Life: that Zngelical ſtate which you 
aim at, might be much more dange- 
Tous for you then you imagine. When 
St. Paul had been wrapt up into the 
third Hzaven, and heard things impo/- 
ſible to be uttered, becaule he ſhould 
not be elated by the abundance of Reve- 
lations, there was given unto him a 
thorn in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Sa- 
tan, 2 Cor, 12. 7. ſome humiliating 
Temptation, that might mak: him 
know, that as yet he was /ocF't up in 
an Earthly Tabernacle,as lyable to the 
Aſſaults and Invaſions of Satan, and 
his Complices, as toa final diſſolution 
by death. 
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OBJECT. XXV. 


But ftill, methinketh , if God had ſuch « 
love to my Sou!, he ſhould vouchſafe 
me ſome manifeſtations thereof. Ft. 
Paul rejoyced in his /nfirmities, deſi- 
ring to be diſſolved, and to be with 
Chriſt : but nothing is ſo terrible to 
ne as Death ; as if 7 had either no 
Chriſt to go #nto, or no ſuch Chriſt 
as St. Paul had. 


SOLUTION. 


I. HE Conſideration of the 
- Horld to come, and expe- 
ation of the Revelation of the Righte- 
0us Fudgment of God, diſpenſed by Fe- 
ſ# Chriſt, according to the things that 
men have done intheir Bodies, whe- 
ther it be good orevil , (2 Cor. 5.10, 
11.) is queſtionleſs a very. terrible 
thing, even to ſuch Chriſtians, as.ſhall 
never have their ſhare #x the Lake that 
burneth with fire and brimitone for ever- 
more, But 1sit not the ſame Hordot 
God which promiſeth a_Pardos tothe 
Penitent , and _ Damnati-, 

ON 
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lieves not the Divine Majeſty in any 
one branch of Faith , revealed plainly 
in his Word, doth not believe hin in 
thereſt ; becauſe the ground of Faith, 
viz, the YVeracity of God, is the ſame 
inall: the/awme 7rath in Promiſes of 
Mercy, as in Threatnings of Puniſh- 
ment ; the ſame Fiaelity in perfor- 
mance of Goodthings , as in the Exe- 
cution of Zu. 

As for your inſtance in St. Paul, (I 
think) I have already intimated unto 
you, that he heing a Saint of moſt e- 
minent and exemplary piety , of a 
Charity and Love to Chriſt and his 
Church even unto £Extafie and Zvren- 
27 1a the eyes of the world,you ought 
not to expect the extraordinary favours 
vouchiat d him by Heaven. Alas! 
why ſhould you orI look for fo mach 
of Heaven to be delivered to us hefore- 
hand? orelſe muſt. judge our lclves 
wholly unconcern'd jt the diſtribu-. 
tion of thoſe Heavenly Manſions ?; þ, 
am confident either of ps' would-be 

| ye OT well” 


L1MI 


af Of the Fear of Death. 


I31 


well content, for ſuch an Aſſurance 
as had St. Paul, to lye mouldring in 
our Graves a milloz of years, after 
the re#f of our Brethren are crown'd 
with Glory ; _ (perhaps) as long in 
the Refining Flames ofthe Romiſh Pur- 
gatory, But I mention not this as the 
faint Ejaculations of men that /ive 
without Hope, but as expreſſions ſuita- 
ble to a ſad Refleti9z upon our own 
Demerits. | 

Remember thexefore, that it God 
think fittogive you no Aſprarce, yet 
he hath vouchlat'd unto you {with 
the reſt of Believers) Promiſes of Glo- 
rification, much fitter to be lookt at- 
ter, and-relied upon, than any ſenſible 
and experimental Conſolation : tor what 
is tendred to us ia the Holy Scrip- 
tures , is immutable and permanent : 
but fuch Concluſions as are drawn 
only from experimental Knowledge of 
our own Obedience, are very tranſient 
and uncertain ; never (as 1s the 
Word of God) infalkble and eternal. 

As for your: Fear of Death , which 
you are ſo far from meeting with St. 
Paul's alacrity of Spirit, that you dare 
not encounter the thought of it in 

| K 2 your 
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your Breaſt: the ſound of a paſſing 
Bell, or the Sight of a Friend ſtrugling 
with the pains of Death, being (next 
to your .remembrance of your own 
laſt end) the formidableſt thing ima- 
ginable : noqueſtion the moral caules 
thereof ought to be heeded , and the 
effetts prevented. I ſay [moral cauſes] 
becaule Ipreſume there ts1n all crea- 
tures (men. not excepted) a maturat 
caule of fear of Death : which may 
be asi2nocent in men, as the | mg 
of Foy, Delight, Grief, Anger, &'c. and 
this can be no gore alike 1n all men in 
the world, than it can be imagined, 
there ſhould be the ſame degrees of 
other {fetions in all conſtitutions 
and complexions of men. Death with- 
out queſtion is the moſt formidable of 
all things in the world , being that 
ſtrong Bridle which the hand of Pro- 
vidence holdeth in the Faws of wick- 
ed men, who elle would (moſt of 
them) break out into the greateſt ex- 
ceſles of inſolency ard outragious 
miſchict, this great Aire of Terrors 
overawing the moſt daring and vio- 
lent ſpirits of men in the world. And 
of this apra! cauſe of fear of deattt 
you 
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you cannot but be thought to have 
your ſhare, for that neither your Sex, 
nor your Complexion, can be ſuppoled 
to ſeaſon you againſt the but ordina- 
ry impreſſions of that Afiidive Pal. 
ſion. 

That which I have term'd a moral 
cauſe ofthis fear, I believe you alrea- 
dy apprehend to be that (or ſome 
remainders of that) Spirit of Bondage, 
mentioned by St. Paul, Rom. 8. 15. 
which (as it ſeems by that Apoſtle) 
doth in nothing more fully diſcover 
it ſelf than in the bitter apprehenſi- 
ons of Death, Heb.2. 15. this cannot 
be excuſed (much leſs encouraged) 
in you, or 1n any other , but will 
ſtand in need of much good counſel 
and your own moſt F u<_x endea- 
yours to remove 0r leſlen it, 

But what is it that you fear in 
Death ? the pains thereof you cannot 
inreaſon fear, becauſeyou know not 
of what, or whether of any diſeaſe 

ou may dye: whether you may 
ave p47ns OT no, or ſenſe to teel them 
if you have any : though even againſt 
theſe you are not without a Promiſe 
{to whichT am aſſured you have as 
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gooda Claim as any one) wiz. that 
God will make the merciful or charitable 
man's bedin his Sickneſs , Plal. 41.3. 
though when God undertakes to 
make the'fick man's Bed, his Soul (in- 
deed) ſhall lye much eaſier than his 
Body. But That, you indeed fear, is 
after death, that 7 hunder-clap,which 
ſet Fezlixa trembling, when 1t lound- 
ed from the mouth of St. Parl,T mean, 
Tudoment to come, Aits 2.4.25 wyhichtor 
a good man to fear too much, 15a fignof 
Puſullanimity ; nor to fear at all, 15 no 
ſign of Pjety : our God is a conſuning 
fire, and jn the beſt of us there is that 
adroſs, which dreads the fury of Zver- 
laſting Burrings, Inaword, above all 
other Remedies againſt the fear of 
Death, there is none more powerful, 
yea /o powerful, as the contemplation 
of the death of Chrift, which gave thg 
fatal blow to the Chain of Adamant, 
whereinall Mankind *till then were 
ted captive, being indeed the death of 
acath, Hoſ.13. 14. The Repreſentations 
whereof may be (queſtionlefs) very 
uſefully as well as innocently beheld by 
vou , or any other Chriſtians , bur 
not under any barren or melancholick 
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fixation of your eye or ear on the ſto- 

ry of our Saviour's Paſſion : but by 

a Wiſe ſelecting out the fruits thereof, 
and feeding upon them by diſcreet 

contemplation, for the ſtreagthaing 

« of our inward man againſt ſuch 7zt:- 

midating thoughts of Mortality. 

Neither can I adviſe you to avoid 

any thing that may ſir up this paſſion 

of Fear 1n your heart, but rather the 

contrary, I mean to be forward in 

embracing any ſeaſonable opportuni- 
ty of making theſe objects of ſaynels 
familiar to you. For beſides that it 1s 
a duty of Religion, to weep with them 
that weep, Rom.12.15. 70 viſit the ſick, 
Matth.25.36. to attend at the burial of 
our (not friends only , but) brethren, 
Tob. 2.2. yea to bury them with our 
own hands, or to do any preparatory 
office about their Corples, ifneed be: 
you will find thereby this double ad- 
vantage, v1z, that you will moſt ear- 
neſtly flee fin, (the cauſe and ſting of 
death) and in ſhort time gain a great 
victory over this Paſſion, 
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OBJECTION XXVI 


But though my fear of Death be remove- 
' able, yet is not my fear of falling a- 
way from Grace to be removed, | 


SOLUTION. 


32. A ND. why do you not as well 
- fear,that the Earth will opez; 
and ſwallow you up quick? you have 
ſome dependence upon' the Goodneſs 
and Providence of Almighty God, 
that he will not thus deal with you ; 
if you had not, your fear of the /atter 
would be as juſt, and as irremoveable, 
as of the former; For what aſſurance 
have you againſt the oe, that you 
have not againſt the other ? are not the 
Souls of men as precious in the Eyes 
of their Creator and Redeemer, as are 
their Bodies? can there be ſo great 
and prodigious a judgment happen to 
the Body of any man, as 1s God's total 


and fiza/ withdrawing of Grace from 


his Soz/? and have you not the ſame 


209d Word of God to depend upon in 


your fears of the axe, as well asof the 
| "5 other ? 
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other ? Dcth God take care for Oxen? 
doth he give and perform promiles 
of Food and Rayment, and Health and 
Peace, &c. unto the Body, but is he a 
ary and a barren Wilderneſs (as the 
Prophet expreſſeth it, Jer.2. 31.) unto 
the Souls of his People ? I ſhall leave 
you to ruminate on that Argument 
of St. Paul, Rom.$.32. He that ſpared 
not his Son, but delivered him up for us 
all ; how ſhall he not with him fo freely 
give ws all things? 

Remember, Ipray, that God takes 
his Grace from no man, who doth 
not abuſe it. The 7alents were taken 
from none, but him who wrapt one up 
in a Napkin : from him it was taken 
away indeed, and that juſtly, becauſe 
he made no uſe of that, which was 
not only intended for «ſe, but would 
have been increaſed by «ſing. He 
could not help indeed the raking it 
from him, when God for his Sluggiſb- 
neſs thought this the moſt proper pu- 
niſhment for the oe, and reward for 
the' other, upon their reckoning for 
the 7 alerts, but by /nduitry he _— 
have prevented it , asdid the other 
two Servants. OT 
4 - And 
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And to render you ſatisfied with 
anevident and full paſſage of Scrip- 
ture, be pleaſed to perute thar of St. 
Paul to the Hebrews, Chap.6.15, where 
after he had ſpoken of falſity away, and 
the dreadful and irrecoverable eſtate 
of Apoſtacy ; he adds, that he # per- 
fwaded better things of them, and ſuch 
as are ſeen only.in good Chriftians , and 
his ground of that no fear, is, for that 
God would reward their former 1a- 
bour of Love with the Grace of Per- 
ſeverance, the dee reward of ſuch (as 
like you) do make »ſe of Grace given, 
as our Saviour witneſſeth , AZatth. 
25.29. 


OBJECTION 
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OBJECTION: XXVIL 
ut ſenſible alteration in me, andthe pro- 
miſled effetts of Converfion, 7 find 
None, 


SOLUTION. 


33» —_ ſounds not the ſame 
thing to me as it did to the 

Jews, and Heathen , in the Apoſtles 
times, and after the fir ff Plantation of 
the Goſpel; whoare not only to fuf- 
fer a Change in point of moral prattice, 
but in point of. be/zef. Neither are 
there any extraordinary Gifts of 
Tongues, and Miracles, or Healings, 
&c. to be powred out upon zew Cor- 
verts, for confirmation of Faith, and 
increaſe of Believers. When the 
Fews were come into the promiſed: 
Land, Hanna cealed', we are now 
in a way ofordinary diſpenſation, and 
though the Holy Ghoſt be the Author 
of this as well as of the other , and our 
ſubmiſſion to rh as deeply exacted, 
yet is the method and manner of the 
Qeconomy in ſome ſort changed , (at 
leaſt in the accidental parts m—_ 94 
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Experience of our Religion, and the 
Faith of former Ages, being argument 
enough to convince any rational 
Souls of the truth of it. 

| Such extraordinary Gifts I ſuppoſe 
you will not look for, but if tor an 
extraordinary change in your mind, 
(though this may be thought ſuper- 
fluous, ) yet do but ſet Repentance 
from ſin againſt Continuance in fin , 
Obedience againſt Rebellion, Righteouſ- 
meſs __ Sin, a Child of God againſt 
2 Chila of Frath, Heaven againſt Hell, 
the Fellowſhip of God and his Holy n- 
gels againſt the company of Devils 
and wicked men, Eternal Foyes againſt 
Eternal Torments, and the Alteration 
is viſible enough. But if the Fay, 
bringing of you into this, muſt have 
been by Miracle, as was the Conver- 
fion of St. Paul, or with an audible 
voice, as was God's Revelation of 
himſelf unto Samuel, the weakneſs 
of this expectation betrayes it ſelf by 
the ſrgelarity of it, carrying with it a 
ſecret candemnation of the ſtupidit 
of other Chriſtians, who go waar 
winkt they know not whither , ne- 
ver thinking on any ſuch ſenſible Z- 
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piphany, and menifeitation of Chriſt un« 
to their Souls, 


—_ 
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OBJECTION XXVII.; 


But the root of Bitterneſs , from which 
moſt of theſe Doubts ; Scruples; and 
Fears do ſpring, is my Aptnels to fall 
into fin, tqgether with ſuch horrible 
thoughts ſtartling up in my Heart, 
that 7 could even tear that Body to 
pieces, and rend out the Soul that hax- 
bours and Evaporates ſuch black and 
ſtinking Eruptions, 


SOLUTION. 


f' 


3+ FF the Sins, you have —_— 
been guilty of, are Sis of /#- 
fulneſs, and the Relapſe you may be 
thought to intend in your Objetion,y 
be into /#ch ſins , then 1s your caſe 
ſo much the more dangerous, by how 
much the more certain it is, that ſuch 
firs of Wilfulneſs are not reconcileable 
co a ſtate of Regeneracy. The deter- 
mination whereof I mult refer to the 
Judgment of him , with whom or 
ua 
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{hall think &t-to.entruſt. the -Lratory 
of your Soul. But if they-aze--but 
Sins of Humane and Perſonal inftirmi- 
ty, then Tſhall offer to yourTonfide: 
Tation thelgtwothings: , Firſt, that it 
being ſuppoſed , that the Sins you 
mention-are ;paly Sis of. /afirmity ; 
that Relapſes.1ngo ſuch fins-arg no. zew 
thiog to cygry.Child of God , as be- 
ing:$pot3-4o imſeparable fram a ſtate 
of Mortality; that the Spirit, of God 
hath ftyled them by the mouth of 
AMaſes, the: Spots. of Gouts Chilaren, 
Ieut.32\53-.. Secondly, that it.1s not 
to be expected, that there. ſhould be 
an Equality of the Number 'or Anas 
of thele {ins;-/ mn alt the, Children of 
God ; ſome being guilty- of more, 
{ame of fewer; {ome of: mgxg gfgone 
kind of Six of {rfprmity, lomept hno- 
they; and gweh of this, nog only de- 
pending open, the [diverſity,of the 
meaſure of Gracegiven, but,\likewile 
upon the different, Complexipns, and 
former Habus ot thoſe, Chriſtians; be- 
fore their Penitence , agd:\Reforma- 
tion, — þ [ 3c, 4.43; 

But if the caſe be of other, Sins, viz. 
of Sins of Hitfulneſs , then- obſerve , 
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that there is a yery conſiderablg 


difference (at leaſt in your apprehen- 
ſion perhaps). betwixt the aprneſs or 
facility of Halling into Sin, and aFual 
re Laofin thereints. | You find (per- 
charnce)-the temptatiBns ' are | fre- 
quent and, frong upon you, and your 
enemy 'yery. indefatigable and reſt- 
lefs', ahd yau fear, that the Battery 
in the end will be too forcible for the 
Fortification to hold ont againſt it ; 
that theſe (Aloe of Fleſh and Bloog 
will not only form, but take, or elle 
ſurpriſe your Reſolution : but all this 
while this 1s but qgnxiety, ; and if 
thoſe temptations do get. ground of 
you; draw your Will to fome ſhort 
parly with them, and thereby increaſe 
your fear of yie/ding to the Enemy, 


yet 15 thete no relapſe: and it thgre' 


were, Yet ought you to haye comfort 
againlt temptations to deſpair of fz4/ 
Victory , .becauſe theſe utmp endea- 
vaurs pf yours, together with your: 
gfict.conceixed for but inclining £9, 
theſe” temptations, will render y9ur. 
condition commilerable in the eyes 


of. your: tender. and compaſſionate. 


Father: who will in, the end make. 


his 
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his ſtrength to be ſeen' in your weak- 
neſs, giving you good realon to aſcribe 
the Caule as well as the Honour of 
the Victory to him alone , by whom 
you ſhall be ablg to do all things, Phil. 
Ki... Ne 

But to prevent your danger by 
Temptation, you ſhall do well to open 
your condition freely to ſome Grave, 
Plous, Diſcreet, and Learned Divine , 
one well ſeen in the fudy of mens Con- 
ſciences, (a great rarity I muſt tell 
you amongſt Proteſtants, ). to have 


_ conference with him, to confeſs 


reely to him, 'to receive direfFions 
from him, ſor preventing your guilt 
and trouble, to communicate frequent- 
Iy: the Bleſſed Sacrament having 4 
ſpecial deſignation for thoſe in your. 
condition , refreſhing of wearied 
Souls, being the great intendment 
of that Commemoration of Chriſt's 
death: all 7emptations under ſuch. 
hard uſage, as is now preſcribed, will 
wither away, and dye intheir prime ; 
which by our private endeayours of 
eradication, do moſt times exceed our 
fears, as well as our expectations, in 


the growth of them. y 
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As for the other part of your Ob- 
jection, wherein you complain of the 
depravity and corruption of your 
nature, belcht out many times 1n pro- 
digious thoughts of your hearr, (it may 
be, againſt the goodpeſs, or juſtice, or 
perhaps againſt the very eſſezce of 
the Divine Majeſty,) the more holy 
you deſire to be, the more grievous 
will ſuch thoughts (as you call them) 
be unto you. Therefore be pleaſed 
to conſider, 1, That in my judgment; 
many of theſe are not your own 
thoughts, or notions of corrupt nature 
1n you, as you conceive, but really - 
jections of Satan, ſtrongly ſavouring 
of malice againſt God, and the mer- 
ciful work of our Redemption. This 
I take to be it, which is called the De- 
vil's putting of ſomewhat into mens 
hearts, as he did the treaſoz of Fudas, 
the prevarication of Znanias and Sa- 
phirs, David's numbring the People, 
and St. Peter's effeminate ſuggeſtions tO 
our Saviour, &c. Thele lometimes 
are puniſhments for fin, either in our 
ſelves or others ; ſometimes only Tri- 
als from God, for the manifeſtation of 
the power of his Grace in mens Souls - 
an 
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and I ſuppoſe they are not duly ſtyl'd 
our Thoughts, till they are admitted 
and treated by us, they then become 
our ſinful thoughts as ſoon as we in- 
cline to entertain and embrace them. 
And 2. I doubt nor, but ſuch as theſe 
may be injected into holymen, as in 
the caſe of David and Peter, as we 
have inſtanced before. Yea , and 
not {o only, but they may be hardned 
too, and embraced, and conſequently 
their ſtate endangered till renewed 
again by Faithand Repentance, 
Wheretore it you reject and not 
own them, grieving for them as pu- 
niſhments for ſin, praying againſt 
them, and perfedly hating them, 
with what e're is the Author of them, 
having an my jealouſie over your 
own nature, labouring to ſhut the 
Den of your Heart againſt ſuch in- 
truders, and to give the poſſeſſion of 
the conſiderable Fort to better friends 
to your lalvation , you are not hereby 
endangered by preſent Guilt , or en- 
gaged under. juſt fear of fpoſtacy , 
your ſtate in this (as in all other 
things) being not without example in 


the deareſt Children of God, | 
OÞ- 


OBJECT. XXIX. 


But God hath manifeſted his Diſpleaſure 
againſt me in many accidents of life. 


SOLUTION, 


2b may be God's not giving you 
Children, is principally intend- 
ed by you in this Objection : the Aey 
of the Womb being (as the Hebrews 
are wont toſay) in the hands of Gd, 
there being indeed a more immediate 
concurrence of the Divine Majeſty 
required to the Fruit thereof than to 
the produttion of other things in the, 
ordinary courle of Providence. I 
have known this prevail very far 
with ſome of your Sex , heightning 
their perplexities from that of St. Paul 
to 7imothy, 1 #þ. 2.15. from wheace 
they conclude , That if a Woman 
continue barren in a {tate of Marriage, 
there is no hopes of her Salvation ; 
that depending /o neceſſarily upon the 
former condition of Child-bearing. To 
this we anſwer by thele degrees. 
1. Ktisno mark of God's irreverſi- 
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ble anger againſt us, that many croff 
Accidents betall us in this life , leeing 
they are generally acknowledged to 
be, not only matter of advantage to 
our Souls, bettering us by tuch cha- 
ſtiſements ; but they ought to be ap- 
prehended as Signatures or, Marks of 
our Adoption : St. Pant having ze- 
gitimatedall tuch as are not own'd by 
God tor Sons by theſe Fatherly cor- 
rections of them, Heb. 12.8. Very far 
are t1ey too from being aiſtinftive 
Prognoſticks of thole everlaſting Di- 
ſtributions at the day of Judgment, 
in the opinion of King Solomon , who | 
tells you, That 29 man knoweth either | 
Zove or Hatred by all that is before them. 
£ecle. 9.1. | ; | 
2. Where God hath gtvex Chil. | 
aren,and by lome evil accidents taken | 
themaway, there may more juſtly be 
fuppolea a maniteſtation of God's | 
heavy diſpleature , than where he | 
grues no Chilarea at all: yet that hath 
{ 
| 
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been the cale of many holy men and 
women, as appears 1n the example of 
Tob and David, whole Hiſtories are | 
furniſht with moſt remarkable paſſa- 
ges tothis purpole, their Lives _ | 
| che- 
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chequered (as one may lay) with vari- 
ous contingencies of good and evil. 
3- Be it granted that Barrenne/s 
among the Fews was reputed a Curſe, 
and that God threatned it as a judg- 
ment upon them to have miſcarrying 
wombs, and dry Breaſts , yet ought it 
not to have that Character with us 
Chriſtians, who are not engaged to 
obedience by promiſes of temporal , 
but of ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings : 
things of that concernment even in 
thoſe dayes (cloudea with ſhadow- 
ing and carnal ordinances, that God 
himſelf propoles them to the obedient 
£unuchs, as a full (indeed ſuperabun- 
dant) fatisfa&tion for their Steriliry, 
7.56.5, The truth is, there ought not 
to be {neither 15 there, without our 
own fault) any barrenneſs in Chriſti- 
ans of either Sex , the forming of 


Chriſt in their Souls (intimated by 


the Apoſtle, Gal.4.19.) being a myſt:- 
cal Birth in all the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of God; and not without ſome 
refle&tion on this, did the Church ap- 
point the Magnificat of that Bleſſed 


Virgin, to be publickly ſung in her 


Ziturgy ; it being hoped that every 
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member thereof would confider, that 
they were bound to bring forth this 
fruit unto God. 

4. Laſtly, for that of the Apoſtleto 
Timothy, the lence is ſo obvious, and 
that falle interpretation ſo remote 
from 'the wiſdom , goodnels, and 
truth of God, that it 1s ſtrange , the 
fancies even at Women(which *tis con- 
teſt are very forcible) ſhould be able 
by any Chimiſtry of Imagination, to 
extract ſuch a diſproportional mean- 
ing from that Text. For St. Paul 
having fixt that Sex in their due 
place of ſubordination in the Church, 
that he might give them ſome rea- 
ſons to be content with that portion, 
mentions the order of their Creation, 
the Woman being not only formed 
after Adam, as that ſignifies order of 
Time, but of Nature allo, (the Man 
being, as one may ſpeak, the fir? run- 
aing of the Metal,) and her being firff 
inthe Tranſgreſſion (a token of 
weakneſs and trailty) as the grounds 
upon whichhe builds a Concluſrox or 
Cazos for the order, not fo likely ta 
ſtand faſt , upon the bare authority 
even of the Apoſtle himſelf, without 
pie: = being 
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being cemented and crankt with very 
good and undeniable reaſons. But 
yet, not to leave them under the dil- 
honour of being fir## in that fatal 
Crime, (Ringleaders in Rebellion (el- 
dom taſting of that mercy which is 
ſhewed to their Followers) and like- 
wile to keep them from being thruſt 
out of that place, by the anger and in- 
ſolence of the other Sex, the Apoſtle 


\ tells them, that by the fruit of their 


Womb they made amends for the mi- 
ſeries and miſchiefs of their fault , 
the Remedy coming by them (namely 
the /zcarnation of Chriſt) as well as the 
Diſeaſe, Of the efficacy whereof they 
were likewiſe to haye their part, if 
they ſhould continue to perform the 
conditions of that merciful Covenant; 
the Apoſtle very ſeaſonably minding 
them of*conancy in their Profeſſions 
and Practice : of which the firſ# of 
that ſex ſhewed no good example, in 
her hearkning to the ſuggeſtions of 
the Serpent in Paradiſe. 

More (perhaps( might be ſaid to 
this purpoſe , but the apprehenſions 
I have of your abilities and art of Di- 
{cerning, beyond the common capa- 

L 4 city 


SID 


I57 


_ 


m—_—____——— 


The want of Children, 


city of your ſex, having already 
check'd me for falling into this ſo- 
lemn and foreſeen Digreſſion. 

Thus, Madam, have I given you 
my thoughts in theſe general and 
conjectural Applications, hoping that 
they may poſlibly light on the whole, 
or {ome part of the cauſe of your trou- 
ble. I have offered them to you, not 
ſomuch in acknowledgment of thoſe 
favours I have heretofore received 
from your ſelf, and your dear Huſ- 
band {flince with. God, ) though my 
Obligation thereby could not be dil- 
charged by a far greater attempt to 
recompente them,) as for the tender 
reſpect T have to your afflicted ſtate. 
That this ſhould - do a perfect cure, 
(though I know God doth (many 
times) great things by /zzall means,) I 
have no growaecd hopes to believe : 
not only becauſe of the defects and 
izzpotence of my Endeavours, but for 
that Diſeaſes of this kind are ufluen- 
cea upon by the diſtempers or com- 
plex1on of the Patient, and havea ſe- 
cret and malign eſpe? upon them 
from many circumſtances, not gueſſa- 
ple (I preſume) by perions more cure 
N40 
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than 1 can deſerve to be thought. 

I know Divires ſhould not undex- 
take to cure, like Zmpericks, by Gueſ- 
ſes, and at randome, and therefore, 
Madam, I have not obſcurely intima- 
ted my defire unto you 1n this Paper, 
to whe a very ſ{ealonable and home 
addreſs to ſome oe of a Thouſand, Job. 
33-23. a Skiltul Phyſician of Souls ; 
that you may not be thought to /ub- 
ordinate the care of your better and 
eternal part to that Cabinet of beauti- 
ful Earth, wherein God hath lock'd 
up that rich Jewel for ſome few years : 
I am confident, Madam, it is not only 
the beſt, but the only Counſel you 
can follow with aſſurance (by God's 
bleſſing) of curing thele wounds in 
your ſpirit : no, 1} I have but clean- 
ſedandwip'd, or done the leaſt other 
good office of helping forward their 
Cure, as I ought (and you) to giveall 
the Praiſe thereof to God, ſo ſhall it 
be eſteemed a plentiful Reward for 
this little labour of (4Zadam) 
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Almighty God, the Creator ana 
Q Preſerver of Humane Spirits, the 

Searcher of all —mwnk knoweſt 
and tryeſt all our wayes, and underitand- 
eſt our thoughts a far off , from thy Love 
ny Bounty it is, and not from our Deſert, 
that we have any meaſure of Grace, 
whereby we may know and obey thy Will, 
and impreſſion of Godly Sorrow, when 
we have broken thy Zaws, any deſire to 
reſolution and performance of what is 
pleaſing in thy ſight, after we have erred 
axa ſtrayed from the paths of thy Com- 
mandements, Mercifully, 7 beſeech thee, 
to behold all ſuch as are grieved, oppreſt, 
and perplexedin Spirit, through the guilt 
of Sin, weakneſs of Grace, frailty of Na- 
ture, or the devices of our grand Enemy 
«nd Accuſer, Eſpecially L minaful of 
thy Servant B.B. who hath deſired the 
Prayers of me thy moſt unworthy Ser- 
want, and grievous Sinner, O Zord, to 
7 hee are known all the cauſes and occaſions 
of her trouble and confuſion of Spirit , the 


iſtrax 
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difbrattions and terrors of her Soul are 
not hid from thine Eyes. O thou that 
haſt the Balm of Gilead, the Soul-healing 
oyl of Mercy, and pardon af Sin, pour the 
ſame, 7 moſt humbly beſeech, into her 
wounded Spirit; bigdas this bruiſed Reed, 
kindle this ſmoaking Flax, preſerve her 

rom the _ of Satan, free her from 
the deluſions and errors of a deceitful Ima- 
gination, and — to her {wy 4 
meaſure of Spiritual Conſolation,that her 
Soul may be comforted and ſtrengthned 
thereby, to the finiſhing of her courſe with 
joy, through a oz viftory over all her 
Enemies, by the ads and power of 
Teſws Chriſt our Saviour, Amen, 
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